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Granby 
BOS talks 
MVP grant 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


GRANBY -— The Granby 
Selectboard heard from 
the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission about the upcom- 
ing task of integrating cli- 
mate resilience into a master 
plan through a Municipal 
Vulnerability Preparedness 
grant. 

Patty Gambarini of Pioneer 
Valley Planning Commission 
presented the project to the 
board last week. 

The town, partnering with 
PVPC and the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Environ- 
mental Affairs, are working 
on two major elements of the 
grant — regulatory review for 
resilience and updating the 
town’s 2016 master plan. 

The town is on a tight dead- 
line to have the work com- 
pleted by June 2021. Using 
$34,272 and grant funding 
and about $19,000 from the 
town, the total project cost is 
$53,304. 


Regulatory review 

“The regulatory review for 
resilience is being more able 
to adapt to changes we’re see- 
ing in weather due to climate,” 
she said. 

She said she would be 
doing most of the work related 
to regulatory review. 

“The major piece of work 
is on stormwater manage- 
ment and integrating the 
consideration of new rain- 
fall data that’s much more 
updated than the 1960s data, 
or before 1960s, that a lot of 
our regulatory code refers to,” 
Gambarini said. “There are a 
lot of standards for MS4 stan- 
dards including that projects 
take a low impact develop- 
ment approach.” 

PVPC will look at per- 
mitting and process, which 
“needs to be aligned with the 
other permits required.” 

Erosion and sediment con- 
trol standards will be looked 
as well. 

“Another thing that was 
included in the proposal is a 


See MVP, page 10 = 








Belchertown s sees spike 


Belchertown Number of Covid Cases to November 14, 2020 


Belchertown is seeing 
an increase in COVID-19 
cases, mirroring an 
increase throughout the 
state of Massachusetts. 





COVID-19 task force approves signage 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - As the 
town and the state see an increase 
of cases spike over a short period 
of time, the COVID-19 task force 
discussed different enforcement 
methods, signage around town 
and their thoughts on what is 
being described as a second wave. 


From Oct. 31 to Nov. 7, there 
was a total of 185 cases of 
COVID-19 in Belchertown, 15 of 
which were new cases, according 
to the Quabbin Health District. 
Then, Nov. 8 through Saturday, 
Nov. 14, there was an increase of 
17 new cases, bringing the total 
up to 202 cases to date. 

The number of COVID-19 
deaths remains at eight, as of 
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Call Surner 
and ask for our 
PINK truck 
to make your 
next delivery. 


heck 


The Warren Wright 
Road parking 

area for the 
Norwottuck Rail 
Trail in Belcher- 
town. The state 
recently released 
d feasibility report 
for a portion of the 
Mass Central Rail 
Trail, running from 
Belchertown to 
the Hudson/Berlin 
town line. 


Surner Heating has partnered with the 
Susan G. Koman Foundation to support all 
those whom have been touched my 
Breast Cancer. 


Yo - self! 


Nov. 14 data. 

Board of Health and COVID- 
19 task force member Hope 
Guardenier said the positivity rate 
in town is now at 1.7% when the 
town has remained below 1% for 
a “good long time.” 

“The number of cases is 


See SPIKE, page 5 « 


REGION 


Schools, 
task force 
discuss 
metrics 
for closing 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - 
As case numbers rise in 
Belchertown and the state, 
discussion of what fac- 
tors would lead to the 
Belchertown Public Schools 
going remote was brought up 
in the COVID-19 task force 
meeting. 

In the COVID-19 task 
force meeting on Nov. 20, 
School Committee Chair 
Heidi Gutekenst said as far as 
deciding if the school’s clos- 
ing, she doesn’t believe it’s a 
School Committee decision. 

The task force members 
agreed that reopening depart- 
ments in town was not going 
to occur any time soon, espe- 
cially with a moratorium 
keeping Belchertown in stage 
three step two of Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s reopening. 

“T feel like our superin- 
tendent has been tasked with 
doing this with (Quabbin 


See SCHOOLS, page 8 = 


Mass Central Rail Trail 
feasibility study released 


State considers it 
an important trail 


EILEEN KENNEDY 
Staff writer 


REGION — Eventually, the 
Mass Central Rail Trail will run 
from Northampton to Boston, 
and MassDOT has released a 
feasibility plan detailing what 
is needed to complete the 68.5 
mile section. It runs from the end 
of the Norwotttuck Rail Trail in 
Belchertown to the [-495 area at 
the Hudson/Berlin town line, and 
the state says it 1s a priority to 
complete. When the entire trail is 
built out it will run for 104 miles. 


HEATING CO., INC. 


The study focuses on the 
68.5 miles that run between 
Belchertown and Hudson, of 
which17.5 miles already exist and 
51 miles need to be built out. The 
state has rated the difficulty level 
of a number of pieces that still 
need work, with 20.2 miles rated 
moderately difficult to implement 
and 22.4 miles rated as highly dif- 
ficult. Nine new bridges would be 
necessary to complete the trail, 
according to the state. 

This study divides the MCRT 
analysis into three segments. The 
first one goes from the eastern- 
most part of the Norwottuck Rail 


See RAIL TRAIL, page 11 
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Group to focus on providing harm reduction services 


Will explore a 
regional approach 


EILEEN KENNEDY 
Staff writer 


he Quaboag Hills Substance 
ik Alliance will focus more 

of its energy on drug preven- 
tion and education but it will give 
more time and attention to bring- 
ing harm reduction strategies to the 
area, such as establishing needle 
exchanges. 

Gail Gramarossa, who acts as 
the alliance’s facilitator, said the 
group has always wanted to focus 
on recovery and harm reduction 
services, but originally thought it 
should focus on providing educa- 
tion around substance use to stu- 
dents, parents and other community 
members. It has been part of two 
large federal grants so far for drug 
prevention and education in the 
Ware area. 

After discussing harm reduction 
strategies, the group also decided 
to move forward with what may 
be a regionalized approach to these 
services. Needle exchange ser- 
vices must be approved by every 
community’s Board of Health 
first, and it was decided to con- 
tact Palmer’s new Health Director 
Christina Florence and Quabbin 
Health Director Judy Metcalf, who 
covers Ware and Belchertown, 
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to see if they were interested in 
talking about such a plan. If the 
exchange services were approved, 
it might foster a shared agreement 
between the towns and Tapestry 
Inc., a nonprofit that provides harm 
reduction services. It is based in 
Northampton, and focuses on pro- 
viding harm reduction services in 
a number of areas as well repro- 
ductive health clinics. It provides 
services in Springfield, Holyoke, 
Greenfield and North Adams, and 
has a mobile van from which ser- 
vices are provided. 

Liz Whynott, Tapestry’s harm 
reduction programming director, 
and Antonio Roman, Tapestry’s 
Northampton reduction manager, 
spoke to alliance members Monday 
during its monthly Zoom meeting 
about potential services the non- 
profit could provide in the Ware, 
Palmer and Belchertown area. 

“The point is to meet people 
where they are,” Whynott said. 
“We want to approach people, show 
we're interested and we understand, 
but not act like we’re the experts,” 
said Roman. “We literally reach 
out, have conversations and build 
these relationships in the environ- 
ment where they are, where they’re 
comfortable.” 

Whynott said Tapestry could 
provide services with the mobile 
van one day a week in the Ware- 
Palmer-Belchertown area. 

She also provided the number of 
Quaboag Hills residents who have 


TERYOURJOUBNEY 
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accessed Tapestry’s harm reduction 
services in fiscal 2020 in Holyoke 
or Springfield or other locations. 
They include 39 people from Ware, 
34 from Palmer, 49 people from 
Belchertown, 24 from Monson and 
seven from Warren. There were 
also four from Brimfield, one from 
Holland and three from Wales. 

“There has been a need in the 
Ware-Palmer area for some time,” 
she said. 

Much of their work revolves 
around distributing clean needles 
and taking old needles in, Whynott 
said. “We talk to them about ways 
of using drugs, and using the safest 
practices,” Whynott said. They also 
distribute Narcan, which tempo- 
rarily blocks opioids from working 
during an overdose, allowing med- 
ical help to arrive or for the person 
to be rushed to the hospital for fur- 
ther help. They also train people 
how to use Narcan effectively, she 
said. 

If the Board of Health in those 
communities approved nee- 
dle exchanges, then the state 
Department of Public Health steps 
in and puts the services out to bid, 
and then awards the contract to an 
organization that has already pro- 
vided such services in the past, 
Whynott said. 

They would also like to offer 
outreach in downtown residential 
areas, Whynott said. Veteran’s Park 
was suggested as a location to base 
outreach services. The parking lot 


Tt 
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at Mary Lane on South Street was 
also suggested because it would be 
more private than an open Main 
Street location. 

Abaigeal Duda, coordinator of 
the newly-created Ware Regional 
Recover Center, which now has 
office space about Hanna Devine’s 
restaurant on Main Street in Ware, 
said there is the potential for 
Tapestry to partner with the center 
and use the center’s space to offer 
Services. 

Susan Collins, with Q-Drug and 
the North Quabbin Community 
Coalition, said her organization 
would like to work together with 
Quaboag Hills to expand services 
in the North Quabbin area. 

Michele Farrar, of Hampshire 
HOPE, a coalition that helps 
with drug prevention education 
and substance use recovery pro- 
grams across Hampshire County, 
suggested there could eventually 
be a limited loop on the Quaboag 
Connector, a low-cost van service 
for low-income residents, which 
takes people to work, school and 
medical appointments. She said 
that would be helpful due to the 
lack of public transportation in the 
Quabaog Hills area, and the lack 
of personal transportation for many 
low-income residents. 

Any progress with local offi- 
cials will be discussed at the next 
QHSUA meeting. 
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Shopping small more 
important in pandemic 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff report 


REGION — Members of the local 
business communities are hopeful that 
Small business Saturday will kick off 
a shopping season supporting the busi- 
nesses hurt the most by the COVID-19. 

Shannon Green said one thing con- 
sumers should remember is that local 
businesses are “here no matter what.” 

“The main thing is that by shop- 
ping and supporting local business- 
es, even though they can cost more... 
remember you are contributing to your 
own community and helps it stay on 
its feet,’ said Green, Quaboag Valley 
Community Development Corporation 
project specialist and local business 
owner of Jay’s Wicked. “I don’t think 
people always grasp that. But it truly is 
and that’s something I love. (By shop- 
ping local) you’re contributing to your 
own community.” 

She said for shoppers looking to go 
in person, local business owners are 
willing to help. 

“Tf you call and ask, if they can bring 
out something they have or ask them 
questions — contact with them,” Green 
said. “They go above and beyond for 
people.” 

She said there are stores that have 
stock in local products, such as Jay’s 
Wicked which is stocked at Talk of the 
Town in Ware, the Hardwick Coop, 
Phoenix Fruit Farm in Belchertown. 

Quaboag Valley Community 
Development Corporation Executive 
Director Sheila Cuddy said she wanted 
to remind people that “small business 
Saturday should just a kick off the sea- 
son.” 
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Lawnmowers 
Starting at $269.00 


For those that want to help local 
businesses in addition to shopping, use 
social media. 

“Be a good neighbor, tell them you 
care,” Cuddy said. “I think a little ges- 
ture — tell them that you like them, 
support them on social media, increase 
the number of people that know about 
them. Word of mouth is the best tes- 
timony a small business can have. If 
you’re happy with something make 
sure you spread the word.” 

Shopping recommendations include 
gift certificates, especially for busi- 
nesses that may still be closed, buying 
S service or a food share in the case of 
a local farm. 

For those who are looking to shop in 
person, Cuddy recommends calling the 
business ahead of time, checking social 
media for their hours or to see if a busi- 
ness might offer curbside pick up. 

“If you happen shop in bigger store 
and see local products, take an extra 
minute to thank them for stocking that 
in store,’ Cuddy added. 

Quaboag Hills Chamber of 
Commerce member, Andrew Philbrook 
said he recommends shopping at local 
businesses that people haven’t fre- 
quented before. 

“Try exploring things you never 
thought to shop at before,” he said. 
“Find different ways to support busi- 
nesses like sharing posts on Facebook, 
or a good review on Yelp or telling a 
friend. It doesn’t cost anything.” 

He said businesses that are mem- 
bers of the Quaboag Valley Chamber 
of Commerce can be found online at 
https://qhma.com/list/. 

President of the Board of Directors 
of the South Hadley and Granby 
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Boy Scout Annual Wreath 
Sale on the Common 


BELCHERTOWN - Belchertown Boy Scout Troop 
507 annual wreath sale on the town common will be 
this weekend, Saturday, Nov. 28 and Sunday, Nov. 
29. Scouts will be selling wreaths on both days from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Prices start at just $12 for bows 
only, $15 for pinecones and berries and $20 for a 
deluxe wreath. For more information, please email 
Troop507Belchertown @ gmail.com 
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Chamber of Commerce, Michelle 
Theroux said businesses such as those 
in the Village Commons in South 
Hadley have events such as a weeklong 
event featuring deals such as reduced 
prices. 

“Businesses are making modifica- 
tions to give people more opportuni- 
ties to support them rather than things 
they would traditionally do and could 
do online,’ she said. “For those who 
would like to don’t feel comfortable 
or safe can use online options, too...In 
small business communities like ours, 
businesses want to take care of custom- 
ers that are loyal to them.” 

She said there are promotional 
events coming on social media includ- 
ing Othersidema, an Instagram account 
that focuses on tourism information in 
Hampshire county. 

“There is a takeover Tuesday we 
have for South Hadley and Granby 
as well as other towns in Hampshire 
County,” said Theroux. “They have 
idea of places to go, gift ideas and local 
businesses.” 

She added that there will be an 
upcoming drive through event hosting 
local businesses at Beers and Story in 


South Hadley. We Are So Proud Of You On 
To find more information on the Achievin Your Masters Dearee 
upcoming event as well as a list of F - ti h U : ity 
rom ANTIOC niversi 


members of the South Hadley and 
Love, All Of Your Family 































This Thanksgiving We Want 
To Congratulate Our Very Own 


Stephanie Sansoucy 


Granby Chamber of Commerce, go to 
https://www.shgchamber.com/. 
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Chain Saws 
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$199.00 


Belchertown Police Department 


will be hosting a 


“STUFF A CRUISER” 
TOY DRIVE 


ONE DAY EVENT 
SATURDAY, DEC. 5TH 


10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Belchertown Police Dept. 
70 State Street 
Donate new, unwrapped toys for boys and girls ages 6-14. 
Suggested items include Legos, board games, arts and crafts 


supplies, sports equipment, sleds, and educational toys. 
Hats, mittens/gloves and scarves are also being accepted. 






















The toys will be 
donated to local 
boys and girls. 
Due to COVID 

this will be an 
outside only event. 
Masks must be 
worn and social 


. distancing 
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Open Thanksgiving Day 
7AM -— 1PM 

All Your Thanksgiving Favorites 

FRESH Baked Pies 

Appetizers and 

Dinner Accompaniments 

Ready to Heat & Serve 
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Deck the Halls with 
Holiday Greenery 





Fresh Balsam Wreaths |. 


Beautifully Decorated . 
Kissing Balls, Swags 2°" 
& Fresh Garlands 


Winter Memorial 
Pots & Logs 


Fresh Christmas Trees “Ex 


Balsam & Fraser Fir 
4ft Tall to 10ft Tall 


Spectacular Poinsettias 


“Not Just Red” ~ 

Many Sizes & Colors 
Pink, Marbled, 

White & “Fantasy Blue” 
“Glittered and Glamorous” 






Holiday Bonus 

Long Weekend 

Dec. 5th, 6th & 7th 
Spend $75 in 

Randall's Holiday GREENHOUSE 

RECEIVE A $10 COUPON 


Purchase $50 in Randall's Gift Cards 
RECEIVE A $5 COUPON 


Check Out Our Holiday Menus, 
Bakery Specialties and 
Gourmet Foods and Candies 


Ftaypy 
THANKSGIVING 


To All of Our 
Customers, Employees & Friends 
We Are Thankful For Your 
Support & Understanding 
During This Unprecedented Year 









ALWAYS FRESH AT 





631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 
NEW HOURS: 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 7AM - 8PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 7AM — 7PM 
OPEN THANKSGIVING DAY 7AM -— 1PM 


Find us on and Yaijtr: 


















Gail Gramarossa chosen to head federal grant 


$1.5 million to work on 
drug use prevention 


EILEEN KENNEDY 
Staff writer 


WARE — Gail Gramarossa’s heart 
has always been in health education 
and now she will be heading up a a 
strategic substance use prevention 
grant awarded to the Quaboag Hills 
Substance Use Alliance, which she 
helped write. 

The federal grant will provide $1.5 
million over five years to work with 
youth and young adults to help pre- 
vent their use of alcohol, nicotine and 
marijuana. It will be extension of her 
volunteering with the Quaboag Hills 
Community Coalition, and its part- 
ner, the Quaboag Hills Substance Use 
Alliance, since the two organizations 
were formed about six years ago. 
During that time she has helped bring 
a diverse group of people together to 
work on issues including substance 
use prevention and education, and to 
bring recovery services to the area. 


Grant for area towns 

The grant will provide $300,000 
a year, and was awarded by the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, which is 
part of the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services. It is a Strategic 
Prevention Framework — Partnerships 
for Success grant and will focus on 
youth 18 and under and young adults 
19 to 25-years-old, she said. It will 
use evidence-based curricula, she 
said, to focus on preventing young 
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Gail Gramarossa has been chosen to head 
a $1.5 million, five-year grant that will offer 
drug prevention education in the Quaboag 
Hills region to those under 18 as well as 
young people 19 to 25. 


people from using of alcohol, nicotine 
and marijuana. 

The region for both the coalition 
and the alliance is spread out over 
three counties, including Brimfield, 
Holland, Monson, Palmer and Wales 
in Hampden County, Ware and 
Belchertown in Hampshire County 
and Brookfield, East Brookfield, 
Hardwick, New Braintree, North 
Brookfield, Warren and West 
Brookfield in Worcester County. The 
same towns will be covered by the 
new federal grant. 


Knowing the people 
One of the aspects of the grant she 
thinks is important is it will support 


Coincil 


eis" 42 


omall — Saturday 


November 20 hZOZO 


individual towns build hyper-lo- 
cal coalitions in their own towns, 
Gramarosa said. 

“The people living in these towns 
know what is needed and they know 
the people,” she said. “Keeping a coa- 
lition going is hard.” The Quaboag 
Hills Community Coalition and its 
Substance Use Alliance have worked 
hard to build coalitions to get do the 
important work of bringing people 
together to get important work on 
education, prevention and recovery 
Services, but individual coalitions can 
further that work.” 

She said the grant will allow the 
staffers hired to help towns build the 
capacity needed to work with resi- 
dents and build their knowledge skills 
at the same time. 

Ware Town Manager Stuart 
Beckley said she is a good choice 
because of her skills in bringing peo- 
ple together. “This grant is all about 
creating partnerships,” he said. “She is 
extremely good at coordinating with 
others and bringing people togeth- 
er, particularly from multiple towns. 
Also, she knows the people in the 
Quaboag-Quabbin region well.” 

Build upon foundation 

It will also build on the work the 
coalition and alliance have done 
through the federal Drug Free 
Community grant received several 
years ago, which has entailed edu- 
cation in the various school districts, 
including surveys every two years to 
get an idea about the frequency of 
drug and alcohol use among students. 

“She has been with the coalition 
and the alliance from the begin- 
ning,” said Go Purple Quabbin Youth 
Initiative Program Director 
Nekr Jenkins. “She has 
worked hard on everything 
we’ve built up, and it’s 
really been her vision that 
drove it and been her vision 
behind so much of what has 
been done.” 

Jenkins said there 
were a lot of good candi- 
dates for the position, but 
Gramarossa had skills oth- 
ers did not. 

“One of the big things for 
us was that she understands 
the science of prevention,” 
she said. “There are so 
many things out there, and 
since she really understands 
the science, we won’t be 
spending money on what 
doesn’t work.” Jenkins was 
on the hiring committee 
that interviewed candidates 
and chose Gramarossa as 
the grant’s director. 


FOR DETAILS ABOUT THIS OR ANY BCC EVENT, PLEASE VISIT 
www.BelchertowncCulturalCouncil.comf] & @BelchertownCulturalCouncil 





See GRANT, page 7 


Leah Lakso Joins Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency 


Bell & Hudson Insurance is proud to announce the hiring of Leah Lakso 
in its Belchertown office as Personal Lines Insurance Customer Service 
Specialist. Leah is responsible for the processing of new business and 
renewal personal insurance coverages. She joins Bell & Hudsons existing 
personal insurance team which has over 110+ years of industry experience 


combined. 


Leah grew up in Belchertown on the Umass Cold Spring Orchard which 
was managed by her father. She worked for Country Bank for several years, 
and then entered the insurance field in 2015. 

Leah lives in Belchertown in a 200 year old home that she enjoys 
decorating for every season. She and her husband, Seth, are expecting 


their first child together at the end of this year —- a human addition to their 
current two-cat family. 

Bell & Hudson Insurance Agency is an independent, 100+ year old, award winning agency that 
offers a broad range of personal, commercial, life and health products for individuals, families, and 
businesses locally, and throughout the region. Their offices are located in Belchertown and West 


Brookfield. 


19 N. Main Street 
Belchertown 
(413) 323-9611 
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Insurance Agency, lnc. 
www.bellandhudson.com 


15 Central Street 
West Brookfield 
(508) 867-4646 
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HCC to continue remote 
instruction through spring 


HOLYOKE - Holyoke Community 
College will continue to offer the major- 
ity of its classes remotely through the 
2021 spring semester, HCC president 
Christina Royal announced yesterday in a 
message to students, faculty and staff. 

“So much has happened over the 
course of the last several months,” Royal 
said. “Sometimes it’s hard to imagine 
how our world will change from one day 
to the next. It is difficult to predict what 


SPIKE - from page 1 


increasing quickly, rather dramatical- 
ly,’ Guardenier said. “I think that’s why 
we're trying to take these actions now 
because we know what works. We know 
that wearing masks and staying distanced 
works and so if we can give a little shot 
of energy back into the town to keep 
doing those important things — wearing 
our masks, staying six feet apart — we’re 
hoping to get those numbers back down 
again.” 

She added that the town has done it 
before in the spring and can do it again. 

With the increase of cases in mind, the 
group approved using $850 in CARES 
Act funding to purchase 200 posters 
reminding people to follow state man- 
dates such as wearing a mask in public. 

“There are three different versions (of 
the signs) there’s one that’s heavy with 
text that kind of talks about COVID-19 
fatigue, there’s another that says, ‘Per 
governor’s orders’ and another with a 
Spanish translation on it,” she said. 

She said the hope is to get the signs 
laminated and staple them around pop- 
ular locations like Jessica’s Playground 
and larger signs would go up at locations 
where people are staying for an extended 
period. 

Selectboard Chair and task force 
member Gail Gramrossa asked if it 
would be possible to share the images 
in other ways such as social media or on 
the town’s website. Guardenier said that 
would be possible with both PDF and 
images available for use. 

“T think the more pervasive the signs 
are, the better,’ she said. 


Potential hotline 
Guardenier then presented her proposal 
for a COVID-19 hotline, an idea which 
followed discussion around enforcing state 
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life will look like for HCC months from 
now; however, we are preparing and plan- 
ning as best we can for every possible 
scenario.” 

In her message, sent in an email yes- 
terday, Royal said that “out of an abun- 
dance of caution,’ HCC will continue to 
operate primarily remotely for the spring 


See HCC, page 14 « 


mandates such as gathering restrictions. 

“I’m sure we’re all aware of the 
increase of cases in the town which is 
mirroring the increase across the state 
across the country, we are not at a crisis 
point in terms of the number of cases in 
town, but that could change,” she said. 
“T don’t want us to get into policing our 
neighbors but it may be that some of our 
neighbors are having gatherings that are 
inside and over the size limit.” 

She sent the board members a draft 
letter of what might be sent to someone 
after, for example, someone reported see- 
ing many cars outside of their home. In 
the past, people have called the police 
to report incidents such as that, but the 
Belchertown Police Dept. is not the “first 
line of response,” Guardenier said. 

“Local board of health are supposed 
to be the ones that are dealing with,’ she 
said. “(Quabbin Health District Director) 
Judy (Metcalf) has been dealing with the 
contact tracing which is on the increase 
because the cases are on the increase. 
She’s really got her hands full.” 

The idea proposed would be that a 
hotline would be available for people to 
call to report incidents, if there are not 
laws being broken. 

“The message is going to go to the 
Board of Health,’ she said. “The follow 
up is the letter that says something like, 
‘Maybe you didn’t know. Here are the 
governor’s orders, and they’re very clear, 
about the size limit, the curfew and here’s 
what happens when you have too many 
people.’”’ 

Following the letter, Guardenier said 
the hope would be that law enforcement 
could accompany a follow up violation in 
the form of a fine. 

School Committee and task force 
members Heidi Gutekenst and Ruby 
Bansal expressed doubts about the pro- 
posal. 
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1.44 acres on Old Sawmill Road, 100k 
2.19 acres on Ware Road, 100k 
3.5 Acres on Michael Sears, 60k 





COURTESY PHOTO 


The Yuletide craft sale will be available to the public until Dec. 15. 


Yuletide craft sale 


BELCHERTOWN — The Belchertown 
Historical Association is proud to announce 
its annual Yuletide craft sale is being held 
online this year. 

The market place can be found at 
StoneHouseMuseum.com until Dec. 15. 

Handcrafted items from local artisans 
are being showcased that will help you to 
complete your holiday gift list and support 
your local history museum. Wreaths, books, 
greeting cards, photographs, pottery, jewel- 
ry, knitted items, some of the association’s 
famous “gently used pocketbooks,” along 
with many other assorted items are available 
for purchase. 


Any items purchased online will be deliv- 
ered to the buyer’s door in plenty of time for 
the holidays. 

Current health and safety guidelines pre- 
vent the association from welcoming visitors 
into the Stone House Museum for the holi- 
days. Showing the museum festively deco- 
rated for the season has always been a time 
of pride and satisfaction for the Historical 
Association. Allowing the association to 
share with the community a sample of what 
the holidays looked like two centuries ago. 

However, the association encourages peo- 
ple to browse its collection of gifts online in 
the market place. 
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The REALTORS with the 
FREE Moving Truck, Odor Removal 
Machine & Carpet Cleaner 


Phim Mar 


Don Yu 


INDIVIDUAL REALTORS 
WITH TEAM POWER 


Patrick Nolan 
Lisa Bombard 
Laurie Swift 
Anna Marsh 
Mike Goncalves 


Autumn Duby 
Brooke Packard 


Kristin Doucas 
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— OPINION 


SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Questions about 
registering for 
Social Security 


RUSSELL GLOOR 


Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I have a big 65th birthday coming up 
mid-March and would like your advice on registering 
for Social Security and Medicare. I am now unem- 
ployed, but I am seeking another gig to get me to age 
67 before taking Social Security. Signed: Wondering 
Senior 


Dear Wondering: You do not need to “register” 
with Social Security in advance. You don’t need to 
do anything with Social Security until you are ready 
to claim your benefits. Since you were born in 1956, 
your full retirement age (FRA) for Social Security 
purposes is 66 plus 4 months, and that is when you 
will be entitled to 100% of the benefit you’ve earned 
from a lifetime of working. 

But you can, if you wish, also wait beyond your 
FRA to get an even bigger benefit. For each month 
you delay after your FRA you’ll earn Delayed 
Retirement Credits of .667%, which is 8% additional 
benefit for each year you wait. That can continue up to 
age 70 when your maximum benefit will be reached. 
In your case that would mean an age 70 benefit 29% 
more than your FRA benefit amount. But whenever 
you’re ready, you can apply for Social Security online 
at Www.ssa.gov/retire (you must first create your “My 
Social Security” account to apply online). 

Medicare is an entirely separate program and, 
unless you have “creditable” employer healthcare cov- 
erage from a new job, you should enroll in Medicare a 
bit prior to your 65th birthday (“‘creditable” coverage 
is a group plan with at least 20 participants). This 
would be during your Medicare Initial Enrollment 
Period (IEP), which is a 7-month window starting 
three months before the month you turn 65 and ending 
3 months after the month you turn 65. If you don’t 
enroll in Medicare during your IEP and enroll later, 
and if you didn’t have creditable employer healthcare 
coverage after age 65, you will be subject to a late 
enrollment penalty, which will permanently increase 
your Medicare Part B (and Part D) premiums. 

Medicare Part B is coverage for doctors and outpa- 
tient services, and Part D is prescription drug cover- 
age, both of which require a premium; Medicare Part 
A is hospitalization coverage which is free if you’re 
eligible for Social Security. If you have “creditable” 
employer coverage when you turn 65, you can sim- 
ply delay enrolling in Medicare Part B until your 
employer coverage is about to end, or until after it 
ends during an eight-month Special Enrollment Period 
during which you can enroll in Medicare Part B with- 
out penalty. But for Part D prescription drug cover- 
age, you must enroll in a private plan within 63 days 
of your 65th birthday, or the end of your employer 
drug coverage, or you will incur a Part D late enroll- 
ment penalty for enrolling later. And remember that 
Medicare late enrollment penalties never go away — 
they are recurring for the rest of your life. 

The bottom line is this: you don’t need to pre-reg- 
ister for either Social Security or Medicare. You can 
simply enroll when you are ready for benefits to start 
(keeping in mind that for Medicare, you must have 
“creditable” alternative coverage after age 65 to avoid 
late enrollment penalties). 

This article is intended for information purposes 
only and does not represent legal or financial guid- 
ance. It presents the opinions and interpretations of 
the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accred- 
ited by the National Social Security Association. 
NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit the AMAC website (amac- 
foundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory) or 
email AMAC at ssadvisor@ amacfoundation.org. 


Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 
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Wishing for winter squash 


ou should never take anything for 
granted, especially when it comes 
to the garden’s bounty. While it 
doesn’t seem possible to have 50 winter 
squash one year and none just a couple 
years later, that is the predica- 
ment I found myself in this fall. 
I thought I did everything right! 
I planted the seeds a day or two 
shy of Memorial Day in a sunny 
spot that had been fertilized and 
composted. The seedlings came 
up strong. I left a floating row 
cover over them until they were 
ready to bust through, prevent- 
ing cucumber beetles from nib- 
bling when they were most vul- 
nerable. But alas, the drought 
came and with it a dry well. The 
plants became stressed. Some developed 
vine borer and/or powdery mildew While 
it looked as if I would still get a harvest, 
this was just wishful thinking. Not long 
after setting the few fruits I had on the 
stone wall to cure, most began to rot. Once 
I realized that this is the way it was head- 
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Roberta McQuaid 


ing I gave the rest to the chickens; at least 
they got to enjoy them. 

Gratefully my mom will provide the 
coveted butternut squash for Thanksgiving 
dinner. There is an easy way to prepare 
it without peeling and chop- 
ping! Simply wash the squash 
and cut it in half length-wise. 
Then, scoop out the seeds and 
bake cut-side down on a greased 
cookie sheet or in a casserole 
dish. At 375 degrees, a butternut 
can take anywhere from 40 min- 
utes to one hour to cook. Test by 
inserting a fork into the thickest 
part of flesh; if it goes in easi- 
ly, it’s done! Scoop out all of 
the flesh, even the caramelized 
parts, and mash with a fork or 
an immersion blender depending on how 
chunky (or not!) you like it. Season it to 
taste with cinnamon or better yet, pumpkin 
pie spice. And if you have a sweet tooth, 


See GARDEN, page 7 





HISTORY MATTERS 


Great history book picks for children 


JOHN GRIMALDI 
Guest columnist 


t precisely high noon, on Nov. 18, 
Ate: the railroad system intro- 

duced America to its four new 
zones: Eastern, Central, Mountain, and 
Pacific; until then, villages, towns, and cit- 
ies from coast to coast, counted on the sun 
to set their clocks, and based time on local 
estimates. People started their day at sun- 
rise, assembled for meals, pushed through 
chores and retired at dusk. 

But the railroads required a reliable 
standard to maintain uniform timetables; 
prior to the decree, arrivals and departures 
confused travelers, and 
created chaos for com- 
merce. 

The change was 
embraced enthusiasti- 
cally, but it wasn’t until 
1918 that Congress 
passed the Standard 
Time Act, which trans- 
ferred oversight of the 
time zone boundaries to 
the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. In 1966, 
the authority was re-as- 
signed to the Department 
of Transportation. 

For more information, the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends “The 
Great Railroad Revolution: The History of 
Trains in America” by Christian Wolmar. 


On Sept. 3, 1783, the Treaty of Paris 


ended the Revolutionary War, but it took 
the British nearly three months to complete 
their retreat. The last of the troops departed 
New York on Nov. 25, which coinciden- 
tally, was Thanksgiving, giving the former 
colonists-turned-Americans, another reason 
to gloat. 

American System Now, a history web- 
site, published an article that included 
an excerpt from “a woman who had wit- 
nessed” the celebrations that day as a girl. 
She wrote: “We had been accustomed for 
a long time to military display in all the 
finish and finery of garrison life; the troops 
just leaving us were as if equipped for 
Show, and with their scarlet uniforms and 





In 1883 the railroad system introduced America to four new time zones. 


burnished arms, made a brilliant display; 
the troops that marched in, on the contrary, 
were ill-clad and weather beaten, and made 
a forlorn appearance; but then they were 
our troops, and as I looked at them and 


See HISTORY, page 7 - 
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thought upon all they had done and 
suffered for us, my heart and my eyes 
were full, and I admired and gloried 
in them the more, because they were 
weather beaten and forlorn.” 

The Grateful American Book Prize 
recommends “My Brother Sam Is 
Dead” by James Lincoln Collier and 
Christopher Collier. 


President Lyndon Johnson 
renamed Cape Canaveral in honor 
of the late John F. Kennedy on Nov. 
28, 1963, five days after his assassi- 
nation. Two years earlier, President 
Kennedy had dared America’s rock- 
et scientists to put a man on the 
moon within a decade—and it was 
accomplished, triumphantly--on 
July 20, 1969, when Astronaut Neil 
Armstrong landed--and walked--on 
the moon. 

The Cape’s role in America’s 
efforts to conquer space--or what Star 
Trek fans call “The Last Frontier,” 
was begun in 1947, when it became 
a missile-testing range. The plan 
was to put a satellite in orbit to sync 
with the 1957-1958 International 
Geophysical Year celebrations. But 
according to Space.com, “the Army 
ended up sending the first U.S. sat- 
ellite, Explorer 1, into space on Jan. 
31, 1958, on a modified Jupiter-C 
rocket called Juno 1”. 

Meanwhile, in 1971, Cape 
Kennedy reverted to its original 
name, Cape Canaveral, but the main 
attraction remained the “Kennedy 
Space Center.” 





COURTESY PHOTOS 


It took the British soldiers almost three months to complete their retreat back to England 


in 1783. 


For more information, the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends 
“Moonport: A History of Apollo 
Launch Facilities and Operations” 
by Charles D. Benson and William 
Faherty. 

History Matters is a column writ- 
ten by the Grateful American Book 
Prize, and is designed to show 
American children their past is pre- 
lude to their future. For more infor- 
mation go to http://gratefulamerican- 
bookprize.com/. 





The Kennedy Space Center at Cape 
Canaveral in Florida. 
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try adding maple syrup or brown 
sugar; or even a bit of molasses. A 
little butter helps too! 

Did you know that you can sub- 
stitute home grown cooked winter 
squash for any recipe that calls for 
canned pumpkin, even pumpkin pie? 
Most folks know that it is squash 
inside the can anyhow....sweeter and 
less stringy than their pumpkin cous- 
ins. While butternuts are my favorite 
to grow, I do also like the ‘Delicata’ 
and ‘Sweet Dumplings’ for taste. 
They are rich with a depth of flavor. I 
just wish they were more productive. 
One plant produces three fruits at the 
most. 


I think I am going to give squash 
growing a break for a year. Maybe 
the borers will go away and I'll be 
blessed with a good harvest some- 
time in the future. It would be really 
sad to think my squash growing days 
are over. That makes me think about 
what I should be grateful for this 
year, garden-wise. Kale, spinach and 
the cut flowers come to mind...ah, 
the flowers. I am especially excited 
about my growing dahlia collection. 
It would be fun to trade tubers and 
share the wealth! 

But alas, I digress...Let’s get 
back on topic. Don’t feel the need 
to gobble up your butternut squash 
bounty in a hurry; this type of squash 
has been known to keep through 
spring and beyond if stored in a dry, 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 


GOLF PROFESSIONAL 


55-degree location. For me, the mud- 
room has always worked out well to 
store my winter squash. My mom, 
on the other hand, has good luck 
placing hers in trays off the floor in 
her basement. Happy Thanksgiving 
everyone! 


Roberta McQuaid graduat- 
ed from the Stockbridge School of 
Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, 
she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as 
well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley. 
com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line. 


WESTOVER MUNICIPAL GOLF COMMISSION 


TOWN OF LUDLOW 


488 CHAPIN STREET, LUDLOW, MA 01056 


The Town of Ludlow, Westover Municipal Golf Commission, the awarding authority, is 
inviting proposals from Golf Professionals to operate the Pro Shop at Westover Municipal 
Golf Course. The Grant/Contract shall be for the term of 3 (three) years from the inception 
date. The deadline for submitting proposals to the Westover Municipal Golf Commission, 
488 Chapin Street, Ludlow, MA, is December 11th, 2020. Bids will be publicly opened and 
read at the Ludlow Town Hall, 488 Chapin St., Ludlow, MA 01056, Hearing Room #1 on 
December 15th, 2020 at 7:15 p.m. 


Proposers must submit separate technical (non-price) and price proposals. Proposals 
submitted by fax will not be considered and postmarks will not be considered. 


Eight copies of the technical proposal must be submitted in a sealed envelope. Indicating 
on envelope proposers name, address & stating “Technical (non price) Proposal”. 


Eight copies of the price proposal must also be submitted in a sealed envelope, indicating 
on the envelope proposers name, address and stating “Price Proposal”. 


The Westover Municipal Golf Commission/Town of Ludlow reserves the right to reject all 
proposals, to waive technicalities, to advertise for new proposals, and to make any award 
which they deem to be in their best interest. 


Copies of the RFP will be available to all interested parties on 11/17/2020, at the Golf 
Course Business Office - Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.) 


Westover Municipal Golf Commission 











Springfield Garden 
Club hosts holiday 
design demonstration 


STAFF REPORT 


SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield Garden Club will 
host “Floral Expressions” presented by Matt Flatow of 
Flowers! Flowers! on Friday, Nov. 30 at 11:30 a.m. The 
event will be virtual and will be accessible via Zoom. 

Matt Flatow, floral designer for “Flowers, Flowers” 
in Springfield, will demonstrate floral designs to inspire 
viewers to transform their homes into holiday wonder- 
lands. He will present new techniques, tricks, materials, 
and designs and the resulting arrangements will be auc- 
tioned off. 

Flatow has designed for many events in the Springfield 
area including interpretations each year at the Festival of 
Flowers at the Springfield Museums and arrangements for 
the Springfield Symphony Orchestra opening galas. 

While the demonstration is not open to the public, 
the designs will be created in the Carriage House at the 
Barney Estate and will be available for viewing in real 
time via Zoom. Tickets for guests are $5 and are available 
at EventBrite.com. 

For more information on this and other Springfield 
Garden Club events go to www.gcfm.org/springfieldgar- 
denclub or visit them on Facebook at https://www.face- 
book.com/SpringfieldMAGardenClub/ 
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Education 

“We want to bring more prevention information not just 
to students but to parents too,’ Gramarossa said. Since 
the grant addresses young adults 19 to 25 as well younger 
teens, it will broaden the efforts by the alliance and coali- 
tion. 

She said studies have shown if young people get through 
high school and college, and their young 20s, without them 
using drugs, they are very unlikely to develop an addiction 
at all. 

“Tf you can get young people to stick to their education, 
then they have better options for employment, and they 
have a better chance of having a good life,” she said. “That 
in turn helps the health of the community.” 

Gramarossa said she is looking forward to starting her 
new position, and joining in the work of educating and 
helping young people remain drug free. 

“She has put so much time and effort for so long into the 
work of the coalition and alliance,’ Jenkins said. ““Now she 
can be the face of the alliance instead of working behind 
the scenes.” 

Gramarossa has master’s in public health and is a cer- 
tified health education specialist. She previously worked 
for the Collaborative for Educational Services, and is a 
Belchertown resident and Selectboard chair. 
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4A. CHRISTMAS — Thank You 
ise TREES Anse 
—_ Great Season. 


AVAILABLE = Happy Holidays! 
140 West State Street, Route 202, Granby, MA 
413-467-7979 





WEST: VER 
AUTO SALVAGE | 


“Salvage the Best — Recycle the Rest!” ig. 
147 BAY ROAD, BELCHERTOWN 
e Used Auto Parts.... “If we don’t have it we'll locate it 
through our nationwide network!” 





Bring us your waste oil, scrap steel and old batteries FREE of Charge! 


LIKE US ON 


413-323-4210 


1-800-358-5100 


Open: Mon. — Fri. 8 to 5, 
Sat. 8 to 1 
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i EDUCATION 


Belchertown children’s meals program menu 


For the week of Nov. 30 to Dec. 4 
Note: Tuesday through Thursday are 
small meal kit items 


Monday 
Breakfast: banana bread, 100% juice 
Lunch: pasta and meatballs, garlic knot, 
mixed vegetables 


Tuesday 
(small meal kits go home) 
Breakfast: apple roll, fruit 
Lunch: Chinese chicken, vegetable egg 
roll, fortune cookie 


Wednesday 
(curbside meal kit pick up Belchertown 
High School 11 a.m. to I p.m.) 
Breakfast: mini waffles, fruit 
Lunch: tuna salad scoop, pretzels, baby 
carrots 


Thursday 
Breakfast: cereal, cheese stick, 100% 
juice 
Lunch: hamburger, fries, fruit 


Friday 
(Small meal kits come home and orders 
due today) 
Breakfast: cereal bar, yogurt, fruit 
Lunch: cheese pizza, broccoli, snack- 
sized Rice Krispie treat 


Note 

Pre-k and Kindergarten will offer a 
daily in-school alternative choice: Muffin, 
yogurt, vegetable, fruit, and milk 

Grades 1 though 6 will offer a daily 
in-school alternate choice: Sunbutter and 
Jelly sandwich, vegetable, fruit and milk 

Grades 7 to 12 will offer daily in-school 
alternative choices: pizza station, deli bar 
and pre-made salads 





Co 


Granby student named to New York 
Tech Presidential Honor List 


OLD WESTBURY, NY— Tyler 
Simoneau of Granby was named to the 
Spring 2020 Presidential Honor List 
at New York Institute of Technology. 
Simoneau was one of more than 1,500 stu- 
dents to be honored. To qualify for the 
Presidential Honor List, a student must 
achieve a minimum semester GPA of 3.7 
and complete at least 12 credit hours with- 
out any incomplete grades. 





Caleb Ireland named to dean’s list 
at Bates College 


LEWISTON, ME — Caleb Ireland of 
Amherst, was named to the dean’s list 
at Bates College for the winter semester 
ending in April 2020. This is a distinction 
earned by students whose cumulative grade 
point average is 3.8 or higher. 





Ireland, the child of Michael K. Ireland 
and Ruth Loescher Ireland of Amherst, is 
a 2019 graduate of Amherst Regional High 
School. They are majoring in environmen- 
tal studies and minoring in German and 
history at Bates. 

Located in Lewiston, Maine, Bates is 
internationally recognized as a leading lib- 
eral arts college, attracting 2,000 students 
from across the U.S. and around the world. 
Since 1855, Bates has been dedicated to 
educating the whole person through cre- 
ative and rigorous scholarship in a collab- 
orative residential community. Committed 
to opportunity and excellence, Bates has 
always admitted students without regard 
to gender, race, religion, or national ori- 
gin. Cultivating intellectual discovery and 
informed civic action, Bates prepares lead- 
ers sustained by a love of learning and zeal 
for responsible stewardship of the wider 
world. 
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Health Director) Judy (Metcalf), Gutekenst 
said. “He will certainly talk to us about it, 
I don’t know whether it will be an official 
meeting or not, but it’s going to be between 
him and Judy when things are looking bad 
in the town or there starts to spread in the 
schools.” 

Belchertown Board of Health member 
Hope Guardenier said the decision isn’t an 
easy one. 

“That is the tricky piece, it’s really caus- 
ing a kerfuffle in New York City nght now 
because the city is at 5% but the schools 
are only at 1%,” she said. ““That’s the differ- 
ence there, are you closing if the town hits 
5%... or because there is active spread in the 
schools - that would be quite dangerous.” 

Belchertown Superintendent Brian 
Cameron said he finds the dilemma will be 
if several staff members get COVID-19 at 
one time. 

“We may have to close down for a period 
of time because we don’t have the staff to 
physically stay open because of what may 
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occur or may not occur,” Cameron said. 
“That’s what school systems are afraid of 
right now is the staff getting COVID-19 and 
not being able to maintain staying open.” 

In a weekly email to the school commu- 
nity, called the “Friday Focus,’ Cameron 
explained the factors weighted in the deci- 
sion to close the schools. 

“T can assure you that our instructional 
model is always on my mind as I seek to 
navigate the hanging landscape created by 
this ongoing pandemic. Here are a few of 
the sources of data/information that I exam- 
ine and discuss every day: 

¢ the number of known cases in our school 
district 

¢ the impact of COVID-19 cases and/or 
quarantining on our staffing ability 

e any known cases of spread within the 
district 

¢ the current rates in our community and 
the sources of spread 

¢ information from ongoing meetings and 
consultation with (Dept. of Public Health) 
and the nurse manager 

¢ area news shared in consultation with 
other local Superintendents 
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e the ongoing analysis of COVID-19 data 
provided by the (Dept. of Elementary and 
Secondary Education)” 

Cameron said he is not planning to make 
any changes to the current hybrid education- 
al model. “Our current mitigation strategies 
have allowed us to contact trace quickly and, 
as a result, we have not needed to enact a 
short-term school closure for that purpose,” 
he wrote. “We have seen this scenario play 
out in many other communities recently and 
that we have not is due to the extraordinary 
efforts of our faculty, staff, families and 
students! However, as has been mentioned 
previously, you should continue to ready 
yourself for the possibility that we may need 
to go to a remote-learning model at some 
point in the future. If/when this occurs, I will 
give you as much notice for this transition as 
the circumstances at the time allow.” 

As far as cases in the school, Gutekenst 
said those that have occurred “haven’t 
spread to anyone, resulting in few people 
having to quarantine.” 

“I know there was one team that had to 
(quarantine) because of the nature of their 
sport, but when it was a student in a class- 
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room, not man if any other students or 
teachers had to quarantine,’ Gutekenst said. 
“T feel like they’re doing a great job right 
now.” 

Cameron reported in his weekly email, 
that the final phase of the hybrid return was 
on Monday, Nov. 9 with in-person learning 
at Belchertown High School for ninth grade 
students in cohort A. The remaining hybrid 
BHS students returned beginning on Nov. 
16 for seniors, Nov. 23 for sophomores, and 
will be on Nov. 30 for juniors. 

Cameron also reported the Commissioner 
of Education recently released guidance, 
recently approved by the School Committee 
at its last meeting, allowing schools to 
switch to remote learning on “snow days” 
rather than cancel school and make up the 
day at the end of the year. 

“He has also made it clear that this excep- 
tion will only be for this year,’ Cameron 
wrote. “If there are widespread power out- 
ages due to weather, it may still be necessary 
to cancel school and make it up at the end of 
the year.” 


Online Ordering Delivery & 
Curbside Pick Up Available 
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TOWN OF BELCHERTOWN 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANT — ASSESSING DEPARTMENT 


The Town of Belchertown is accepting applications for a Technical Assistant in 

the Assessing Department. This full-time position is responsible for performing 
administrative tasks including maintenance of databases that support the operations 
of the Assessing Department, and assists taxpayers with general inquiries involving 
motor vehicle excise, property valuation, and property tax exemptions. The successful 
candidate must be attentive to detail and demonstrate a high degree of accuracy. 

An Associate Degree is required with three-four years of administrative experience, 
preferably in a municipal setting, or any equivalent combination of education or 
experience. Proficiency in Microsoft Office programs, knowledge of tax billing and 
collection software such as MUNIS and Patriot-AssessPro CAMA preferred but not 
required. This is a 40 hour per week position, pay range: $25.19 to $32.14 per hour. 


Primary Functions: 


e Update legal information regarding property ownership through deed and plan 


research. 


e Update office databases regarding ownership, subdivision plans and surveys. 

e Prepares notice of commitment and warrant regarding real estate, personal property, 
motor vehicle excise, CPA surcharge and liens. 

e Create tax files for billing purposes regarding real and personal property. 

e Review recorded plans/surveys and update assessor’s tax maps. Assist in updating 
town’s GIS mapping database on a quarterly basis. 

e Process water betterments and sewer assessment payment requests. 


A job description for this position and an employment application are available by 
calling the Office of the Board of Selectmen (413-323-0403). The deadline to apply is 


4:00 p.m. on December 11, 2020. 
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Students share gratitude assignment 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN —- While 
reading “The Outsiders,” Jabish 
Brook Middle School eighth grad- 
ers in Jennifer Poli’s class were 
asked to write about three things 
they were grateful for. 

From friends and family to apps 
and websites, students shared 
their reasons for being grateful, 
especially during a pandemic. 

Emma Yurkunas said she was 
grateful for her art, friends and 
being supported by the people she 
loves. 

“IT am grateful for being sup- 
ported by people I love and I’m 
grateful for this because I don’t 
have to do anything alone,” 
Yurkunas wrote. “I know that 
there are people who are always 
there to help me and want me to 
succeed. If I didn’t have these 
people in my life I don’t think I 
could ever make it as far as I’ve 
come.” 

Yurkunas wrote, “I’m grateful 
for art because I grew up with 
very creative people and art is 
something I can express my emo- 
tions into. At the end of the day, 
it’s nice to sit down and just let all 
your feelings out and make it into 
something beautiful.” 

Another student, Addison 
Sullivan, wrote about dance, art 
and Disney. 

“This might sound weird, but I 
am grateful for Disney. ’'ve grown 
up with Disney,” wrote Sullivan. 
“T’ve seen so many movies and 
loved all of them. The reason I 


Acres of Beautiful Live Christmas Trees 
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413-862-3815 


Find us on Facebook , 
at Moss Hill Tree Farm 
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love Disney the most is because it 
dared me to dream.” 

Sullivan similarly touched on 
constants in her life including a 
decade of dancing and creating art 
of various mediums. 

Touching on her grandfather, 
various pets and shelter, Sienna 
Ljungberg reflected on the three 
things she is grateful for. 

“T would say we are a pret- 
ty close family, and we enjoy 
spending time together; watch- 
ing movies, going out, or just 
being in each other’s’ presence,’ 
Ljungberg wrote. “I enjoy spend- 
ing time with my grandpa as well, 
we do a lot of handy work around 
his house but I don’t mind, it’s 
nice to go and see him.” 

Ljungberg said she has been 
especially grateful her frog, Rigby 
and lizard, Mango. She then 
added how she has “surround- 
ed (her)self with the things (she) 
loves.” 

“Something I spent a lot of time 
doing over quarantine was deco- 
rating my room and filling up the 
walls with pictures of my friends 
and I, and music and memories,” 
Ljungberg wrote. “I spend most 
of my time there, and I think it’s 
important to surround myself with 
the things I love. I also think it’s 
important to remind yourself of 
what you have, and what you’re 
grateful for every once in a while, 
because I believe that gratitude 
will bring more positive experi- 
ences into your life.” 

Touching on what he was doing 
during the pandemic, George 
Wheeler wrote he was grateful 


Open Dawn to Dark 
until Christmas 


SELECT & CUT-YOUR-OWN 


for his friends, the internet and 
Discord. 

“The internet also allows me to 
connect with my friends without 
even being near them which is 
perfect because of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Last, but not least, I am 
grateful for Discord,’ he wrote. 
“['m grateful for Discord most of 
all because for a website founded 
five years ago it has amazing fea- 
tures that allow me to talk to my 
friends and make new friends in 
different communities. It allows 
you to have dms (direct messag- 
es), voice calls, screen sharing 
and servers and it 1s all free to use 
software which is amazing and 
can be used in so many different 
ways.” 

In her response, Margaret 
Ryczek said she appreciated her 
dog, family and friends. 

“IT am grateful for my family 
because they are always there for 
me. I am especially thankful for 
them because I know that all of 
them will always have my back 
no matter what.” Ryczek “I am 
grateful for my friends because 
they are people that I can always 
count on to make me smile. My 
friends are always there to cheer 
me up when I am sad and they 
know that I will be there for them 
when they need it. Last, but not 
least, I am grateful for my dog. 
I recently got a puppy and I am 
grateful for him because he can 
always make me laugh. He is 
always there to greet me at the 
door when [ get home and is 
guaranteed to put a smile on my 
face.” 
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Keep fire safety top of 
mind this Thanksgiving 


STAFF REPORT 


NATION — The National 
Fire Protection Association is 
urging the public to make fire 
safety a priority when preparing 
this year’s Thanksgiving feast. 
The association’s latest Home 
Cooking Fires report shows that 
Thanksgiving is the peak day 
for U.S. home cooking fires 
followed by the day before 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
Day. 

According to the report, U.S. 
fire departments responded to an 
estimated 1,630 home cooking 
fires on Thanksgiving Day, three 
and half times an average day. 
Unattended cooking was by far 
the leading cause of associated 
fires and fire deaths. Cooking is 
the leading cause of U.S. home 
and home fire injuries year- 
round, and the second-leading 
cause of home fire deaths. 

“Thanksgiving often involves 
cooking multiple dishes at 
once, which can be particularly 
tricky with lots of distractions 
in and around the kitchen,’ said 
Lorraine Carli, vice president 
of Outreach and Advocacy at 
NFPA. “From getting ready 
for guests and managing fam- 
ily needs to entertaining when 
everyone arrives — these types 
of activities make it all too easy 
to lose track of what’s cooking, 
and that’s where a lot of fires 
tend to happen.” 

Carli notes that the pandemic 
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may reduce the number of larg- 
er group gatherings in favor of 
smaller celebrations, which may 
mean more kitchens being used 
to cook Thanksgiving meals this 
year. 

NFPA offers these tips and 
recommendations for safely 
cooking this Thanksgiving: 

e Never leave the kitchen 
while cooking on the stovetop. 
Some types of cooking, espe- 
cially those that involve frying 
or sautéing with oil, need con- 
tinuous attention. 

¢ When cooking a turkey, or 
other items in the oven, stay in 
your home and check on it reg- 
ularly. 

Set a timer on your stove or 
phone to keep track of cooking 
times, particularly for foods that 
require longer cook times. 

¢ Keep things that can catch 
fire like oven mitts, wooden 
utensils, food wrappers, and 
towels away from direct contact 
with the cooking area. 

e Avoid long sleeves and 
hanging fabrics that could come 
in contact with a heat source. 

e Always cook with a lid 
beside your pan. If you have a 
fire, slide the lid over the pan 
and turn off the burner. Do not 
remove the cover because the 
fire could start again. Let the 
pan cool for a long time. Never 
throw water or use a fire extin- 
guisher on a grease fire. 


See SAFTEY, page 14 « 
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Author Jeff Kinney with his fans Benjamin Benoit, Ryan Roulier, Eli Nott and Marcantonio Kupin in Granby. 


‘Wimpy kid’ author visits Granby kid 


STAFF REPORT 


GRANBY — When a “Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid Deep End Pool Party” van arrived with 
author Jeff Kinney and his “lifeguards” at 
super fan, Ryan Roulier’s home in Granby it 
wasn’t just a regular day. 

Jeff Kinney recently had a Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid “deep end pool party” event at 
the Eric Carle Museum, and Kinney was 
chosen as one special local fan to receive an 
actual home visit from Jeff Kinney with some 
pool party fun; water balloons and catapult, 
snacks and more. Kinney was able to invite 
three friends and Jeff brought and signed 
books for all. 

Kinney donned a “Wimpy Kid” mask, put 
out his complete collection of “Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid” books and served Wimpy Kid 
mini cakes that his grandmother made. 

“Tt was one of the most amazing experienc- 
es ever,’ Kinney’s mom, Jenn Roulier said. “T 
cried many happy tears watching the joy in 
the kids as they played, chatted and simply 
hung out with this world famous author that 
has sold millions if Ryan’s favorite books!” 
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“Super fan” Ryan Roulier got to meet “Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid" author Jeff Kinney. 
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MinuteClinic video visit offering 
now available in Massachusetts 


CVS Health has announced that 
MinuteClinic, the medical clinic 
inside CVS Pharmacy, is now offering 
Video Visits for patients in the state of 
Massachusetts. The service is available in 
46 states and Washington, DC. 

People in Massachusetts can now seek 
care for non-emergency, routine health 
care through MinuteClinic Video Visits, a 
telehealth offering. Video Visits are avail- 
able 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
and can be accessed via a mobile device 
or computer. Video Visits are also an 
effective screening option for people that 
may have COVID-19, enabling patients to 
talk with a health care provider and have a 
basic screening to determine their risk for 
COVID-19, without having to leave home. 

“As the COVID-19 resurgence contin- 
ues across the country, our MinuteClinic 
Video Visits are an easy, affordable way 
for people to receive care for a variety of 
routine health care needs without hav- 
ing to leave home,” said Sharon Vitti, 
President, MinuteClinic. “The expansion 
of this service into Massachusetts enables 
us to provide local residents with expand- 
ed access to an on-demand telehealth 
option.” 

Video visits can be used to provide care 
for patients ages two years and older who 
are seeking treatment for a minor illness, 
minor injury, or a skin condition. Each 
patient will complete a health question- 
naire and be matched to a board-certified 
health care provider licensed in their state, 
who will review the completed question- 
naire with the patient’s medical history 
and proceed with the video-enabled visit. 

During a MinuteClinic Video Visit, the 


provider will assess the patient’s condi- 
tion and determine the appropriate course 
of treatment following evidence-based 
clinical care guidelines. For patients who 
require a prescription as part of their 
treatment plan, the provider will submit 
the prescription to the patient’s preferred 
pharmacy. If it is determined the patient 
should be seen in person for follow-up 
care or testing, the provider will recom- 
mend that the patient visit a health care 
provider in their community, such as 
their primary care provider or a nearby 
MinuteClinic location. 

Working collaboratively with Teladoc 
(NYSE: TDOC), the global leader in vir- 
tual care, and utilizing Teladoc’s technol- 
ogy platform, patients can receive care 
via a MinuteClinic Video Visit, initiated 
through their computer or mobile device, 
including through the CVS Pharmacy 
app. Patients who opt to seek care through 
a fully customized MinuteClinic Video 
Visit experience the same high-quality, 
evidence-based care they receive at tradi- 
tional MinuteClinic locations inside select 
CVS Pharmacy and Target stores. 

MinuteClinic Video Visits cost about 
$59. Video Visits are also covered by most 
Aetna insurance plans. 

Information about initiating a 
MinuteClinic Video Visit can be found 
as part of the clinic locator on the 
MinuteClinic web site for states where 
the service is available. A patient can also 
initiate a MinuteClinic Video Visit directly 
from the CVS Pharmacy app. 

Service is available 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week through the CVS 
Pharmacy App and on MinuteClinic.com. 
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policy for green streets and green infra- 


Structure,’ Gambarini said. “This essen- 
tially serves as intent on the side of the 
town to give consideration to green infra- 
structure in all public projects — along 
roadways, municipal facilities, akin to 
what is in the stormwater management 
bylaw.” 

The remaining two pieces are subdivi- 
sion regulations and zoning bylaw. 

The process includes getting a work- 
ing group together to discuss the updates 
and permitting timelines, working at draft 
updates and present them to town boards 
for comments. 

“At least on the stormwater manage- 
ment side of things, there so much that 
is required in the MS4 permit and it 
has to be done by June 30, 2021,” said 
Gambarini. “The plan is to finalize that 
for town council review and bring it to 
spring town meeting.” 


Climate updates to the master plan 

Gambarini told the board about the cli- 
mate updates which are “working through 
the 2016 you have and the nine elements 
or chapters to integrate the major pri- 
orities, issues and concerns that were 


identified in those scope of finds we did 
through the community resilience build- 
ing workshops which occurred in 2018.” 

The goal is create items the town can 
take action on. 

There will also be a community sur- 
vey to capture the “idea of what people’s 
experiences are of changing weather pat- 
terns,’ Gambarini said. 

One example she provided was in 
Agawam an interactive map where people 
reported areas of town that experienced 
flooding. 

The process for updating the master 
plan is similar to that of the regulato- 
ry review — creating a working group, 
create and administer a community sur- 
vey, develop draft updates for committee 
review, present it to committee for com- 
ment and finalize it with town boards. 

Gambarini said this month would also 
be the time to identify members of the 
working groups. 

“In early Dec. have those first meetings 
of the working groups,” she said. ““We’re 
thinking that these might be a lot of the 
same folks, there are a lot of interrelated 
considerations that would be good to have 
follow through from the regulatory side to 
the master plan, so it could be the same 
group.” 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general news, 
personality profiles, and community features that we know about. 
This includes all selectmen and school committee meetings as 
well as spot planning board, board of health, finance, and other 
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RAIL TRAIL « from page 1 


Trail in Belchertown to the Massachusetts 
Central Rail Road corridor at the east bank 
of the Swift River in Bondsville, a village 
of Palmer. The second segment goes from 
the Swift River in Bondsville to the Ware 
River in Barre. The third section goes from 
Glenwood Road in Rutland to Stone Road 
in Berlin, which is just east of the I-495 
underpass, Berlin/Hudson town line. 

Within those segments are highly 
detailed notes about what obstacles are in 
the way, including whether it is a physical 
problem, such as a missing bridge over a 
river, Or an ownership problem as some 
pieces are in private hands. It also docu- 
ments where it may be necessary to leave 
the trail for short pieces. 


Economics 

“It’s terrific to have this study, and to 
continue to draw attention to this huge 
resource in our community,” said East 
Quabbin Land Trust Executive Director 
Cynthia Henshaw, who was asked by 
the state to review the plan before it was 
released. 

The EQLT has most recently developed 
a half-mile of the trail in Ware, near the 
trust’s Frohloff farm on Church Street. It 
was built as an accessible trail so it is wide 
and covered in crushed stone. The plan is 
to connect it to the trust’s already existing 
portions in New Braintree and Hardwick. 
The trust is also working on a trail from 
the farm to Grenville Park, which is also on 
Church Street in Ware. 

Henshaw said more fully developing 
the trail between towns, such as Ware and 
Hardwick, can help residents travel to local 
jobs and shopping. She also said it provides 
a safe place for people to enjoy nature and 
to get exercise without being near cars. 

Craig Della Penna, who has been 
involved in the trail for a couple of 
decades, said developing trails always ben- 
efits the communities it runs through. He is 
a Northampton Realtor who specializes in 
selling houses close to rail trails. 





The Norwottuck Rail Trail in Belchertown. 


“When trail projects come through the 
result 1s economic development,” he said. 
“Local small businesses benefit and will 
locate there, and it’s more lively.” He 
pointed to Gilbertville’s Rose 32 bakery 
and restaurant as the type of business that 
could be attracted to locating along the 
trail. Part of the existing trail runs between 
Gilbertville and New Braintree. Rail trails 
help make communities more viable 
and liveable, he said. The state used the 
Gilbertville-Ware covered bridge as one of 
the sights on the trail during their recent 
conference last week. Della Penna also 
runs a website about the MCRT at www. 
masscentralrailtrail.org/, which has old and 
new maps. 

In fact, the economic vibrancy the trails 
bring to communities has been part of the 
reason the state has put an emphasis on 
creating trails, Della Penna said. The state 
now has a Trails Committee made up of 
multiple agencies and they meet every few 
weeks, he said. 


‘Lime has a way of changing things... 


With the passing of another year, we reflect on the events that changed our 
lives-some of them good, but for some, there have been better years. 
Fortunately, time has a way of healing, and letting us go forward-a promise 
of better years to come. Whatever last year brought you, we want you to know 
our family’s thoughts are with you for a healthy and happy New Year. 
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Mass Central Rail Trai 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS STAFF PHOTO BY PAULA OUIMETTE 
This is a sign in the New Braintree section of an 
already existing section of the trail. 


History 

The Massachusetts Central Railroad 
originally ran west from Boston for 104 
miles to Northampton, and the state wants 
to see it use as much of the original rail 
corridor as possible. It was once possi- 
ble to get on a train in Boston’s North 
Station and travel to Northampton’s Union 
Station, although Paul Jahnige, with the 


aul 





state’s Department of Conservation and 
Recreation said at a MassDOT conference 
this week the railroad was abandoned in the 
early 1900s. A hurricane in 1938 severely 
damaged the line, and over time some of 
the line could not even be seen. 


Importance 

Trails in general, and the MCRT specifi- 
cally, has been identified as a high priority 
for the commonwealth’s trail and greenway 
system, according to the report. It involves 
MassDOT’s statewide Bike and Pedestrian 
Plans, the Department of Conservation & 
Recreation’s Commonwealth Connections, 
and various local and regional plans, 
according to the report. 

At last week’s virtual 2020 Moving 
Together conference, MassDOT’s John 
Bechard described it as a “critical back- 
bone” in creating shared use trails in the 
state, and said it was the top rail trail prior- 
ity in the state. He described the feasibility 
study as a way of kicking the completion of 
the trail into higher gear, and determining 
what needs to be done to make it a reality. 

The study details approximately 55 miles 
of undeveloped segments along the MCRR 
corridor are currently in public, private or 
conservation ownership. About 33 miles of 
this trail have already been constructed as 
off-road, multi-use greenways. 

An additional 22 miles of former railroad 
corridor are owned by the Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority and leased by DCR 
between Coburn Road in Berlin and Linden 
Street in Waltham, according to the study. 
This 22-mile corridor is in varying stages 
of planning, design and construction by the 
municipalities, DCR and Eversource Energy 
to develop the 10-foot wide, paved MCRT. 

“This trail will knit together slowly over 
time,” Della Penna said. “It may take a gen- 
eration.” 

The full feasibility report can be found 
at https://www.mass.gov/lists/mass-cen- 
tral-rail-trail-feasibility. Comments and 
suggestions from the public will be taken 
through Dec. 1 at https://tinyurl.com/ 
y6j9r7bp. 


Bought, Sold, Traded 


e Fishing Tackle 


e Hunting Supplies 


e Sporting Goods 


Live Bait e Accessories 


R & R Sport Shop 


QUALITY AT REASONABLE PRICES 
413.323.6785 e« Rich Kimball and Jim Collins 


16 Federal St., Jct. Rt. 9 & 202 « Belchertown, MA 01007 


_)) HolidayGift Certificates Available 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TENDERLOIN 
CUT 56% 


FREE 
USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN 


BEEF 
CHUCK ROAST 
or STEAKS 


squ 


USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY 


80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF 


i 


7 lb. bag 


$4429 


oT ard 


SALE DATES: 
11/26/20 - 12/2/20 





Thurs. 8-6 ° Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 


BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS « SELECTION * SERVICE 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


ROASTER 


USDA INSP. FRESH 


BONELESS & SKINLESS y=, 
CHICKEN BREAST so.sa1c.99 fis 
USDA INSP. FROZEN 


CHICKEN LEGS 
1/45 40.18 Box ssusssavsssavsssavssnas 69° 


USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 


COOKED SHRIMP = 
26/30 COUNT soissox.. 


EA le@)iiaeay 90 Avocado St. 


99 
ea 


Springfield 
413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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After a donation of $1,300 

from Stop and Shop, Belcher- 
town Senior Center will be do- 
nating items to the community 
through its community pantry and 
direct distribution. 


The Belchertown Senior Center recently received over $1,300 of groceries 
and personal items purchased by community members during a donation 
campaign offered by Belchertown Stop and Shop. 


COURTESY PHOTOS 
Stop and Shop staff gather 
items to be donated to the 
Belchertown Senior Center. 


dventure fours of warren 


Share the Adventure with us! 


BERMUDA SHORTS ARE IN 


Pink-sand beaches. Turquoise waters. Tangerine sunsets. 
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AUTOMOTIVE 4NAPAD | | itive pesidental| |e 
\ Commercial May 28-June 4, 2021..7-night Bermuda Cruise ...from $1399 
wy: ees F March 20-30, 2022......10-night Caribbean Cruisefrom $1599 
Fully Insured | Industrial 


GENER AL prions OSnAaG May 27-June 3, 2022 ..7-night Bermuda Cruise ...from $1499 
enter ' 


ifi Book Early for Best Cabi 
REPAI RS We Install Only NAPA Parts Certified ’ ook Early for Best Cabins 


Share the Adventure with us soon! 
FREDERICK TILTON ROUTE 9 


For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357 
Owner 3 AMHERST ROAD Office: 413-213-0770 or email adventuretours@att.net 


323-5051 BELCHERTOWN, MA 01007 Email: btownelectric413@gmail.com or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com 


TOMBE NECHENCAL «| | Sama Busines 


Contractors \  _ This space is 


vailabl % 
Residential G6 Commercial available aK ANCING 


PLUMBING SERVICES \ J UP TO 24 


MONTHS 
¢ New Construction * Remodeling * Repairs 


* High Efficiency Gas Boilers x | | EXTENDED 
¢ All Types of Hot Water Heaters | WARRANTY 
Including On Demand High Efficiency Tankless 9 : Sin UP TO 5 YEARS 


(41 3) 323-6116 ¢ Powerful 


SCHEDULING SERVICE: Husqvarna engines 
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. e Electric starter 


mwAtic.#11406 ©6964 113-323-9966 - Heated grips 


: : e Adjustable handle 
www.dfplumbingandmechanical.com “LED Ieee 


MMs Has This Happened to You? an 
Nau 
We do what your body shop won't! “ Husavama 


= >. 
< —— 
_ 


Body Rust * Body Rot * Frame Rust * Chassy Work 2 a, 
Turn to the experts at a evom la 


. Power Equipment 
Amherst Welding Rte. 9, 10 Ware Road, Belchertown 


Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic www.devonlane.com 
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs * Snow Plows ¢ Sanders * Hand Railings Monday - Friday 8-5, Saturday 8-2 


330 Harkness Road, Amherst ¢ (413) 253-4867 413-323-5435 





Ask for details and qualifying models. Offer valid Aug. 1 - Nov. 30, 2020. 
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— PUBLIC SAFETY 


Belchertown 


Editor’s note: The following are 
brief explanations of select entries 
in the Belchertown Police log and 
arrests for the weeks of Nov. 11 
through Nov. 17. The information 
was provided by a member of the 
police department based on the 
review of the detailed log sum- 
mary. This feature is designed to 
provide context and explanation to 
some of the calls police respond to 
every day. Of the 321 calls police 
responded to, there were 33 inci- 
dents, five accidents, one arrest/ 
summons and 16 citations. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 


Saturday, Nov. 14 

7:07 a.m. — A summons was 
issued to a 22-year-old Milford 
male for unlicensed operation of a 
motor and speeding. 

An officer was driving north on 
Franklin St. when a gray sedan 
high drove by at 64 mph in posted 
45 mph zone. The officer stopped 
the operator who was identified 
and it was discovered the opera- 
tor had an expired license and it 
was not renewable. The party was 
able to contact a friend to pick up 
vehicle. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 
Wednesday, Nov. 11 

8:10 a.m. — Officers took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

10:56 a.m. — A resident came 
to the station to turn in property 
found while cleaning out a rela- 
tive’s home. The resident found 
guns, firearm accessories, fire- 
works, ammunition, etc. The offi- 
cer was able to accept the ammu- 
nition and firearm. The resident 
was advised about how to safely 
dispose of the fireworks. 

1:23 p.m. — An officer went 
to a residence and attempted to 
return a found debit card. No one 
was home and the debit card was 
placed into evidence. 






TILTON AUTOMOTIVE 


GENERAL > 


REPAIRS 
3 AMHERST RD. (RT.9) 

BELCHERT OWN, 
323-5051 Saat 
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Little Friends 
Child Care Center 
58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 
Caring for Children 12mos. - 9 years 
Full day, before and 
after school programs 
morning preschool program 


413-323-8447 


Lic. # 8309640 littlefriends39.com 


SEPTIC 
PUMPING 


Year Round ~<& 
Enrollment 


Complete A/C Service 
Glass Installations 
Used Cars ¢ Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender 
Repair ¢ Painting 


AUTO BODY 


FREE ESTIMATES 
@)foRSye)aiatelil-(emmier-\e) 


Visa-Mastercard Accepted 


= SWIFT RIVER = 


HEATING & OIL COMPANY 
Sheet Metal Fabrication 


1:39 p.m. — Officers took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

3:52 p.m. — Officers took 
a report of a scam from a resi- 
dent. The resident reported they 
gave a scammer their social secu- 
rity number after attempting to 
get help with a computer support 
employee. The residence provided 
the scammer who claimed to pro- 
vide computer support with their 
bank account information, user- 
name and password. The resident 
reported they were told to get Stop 
and Shop gift cards to pay for the 
services, which is when they real- 
ized it was a scam. The resident 
had their accounts frozen, report- 
ed there was no money taken, but 
wanted the incident on file. 


Thursday, Nov. 12 

3:46 a.m. — Officers respond- 
ed to a residence to assist 
Belchertown Fire Department and 
paramedics. 

10:01 a.m. — Officers took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

11:48 a.m. — Officers took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

12 p.m. — Officers took a report 
of unemployment fraud. 

12:46 p.m. — Officers and 
Belchertown Fire Department 
responded to a Mill Valley Rd. 
residence for a report of a car that 
was on fire in the driveway of the 
residence. The Belchertown Fire 
Chief was on scene and extin- 
guished the fire using two fire 
extinguishers. 

2:46 p.m. — The department 
received multiple reports of 
a shooting. A 22-year-old male 
suffered a single gunshot wound 
and sustained non-life-threaten- 
ing injuries. The party was trans- 
ported To Baystate in Springfield. 
State police from the Northwest 
District Attorney’s Office as well 
as other agencies. The matter is 
an ongoing investigation and any 
people with information on the 
case are encouraged to call the 
Belchertown Police Department. 


REECE 


323-6664 


Belchertown 


Is Our Specialty 


HARDWARE 


Friday, Nov. 13 

7:18 a.m. — Officers took a 
report from a South Washington 
St. resident about the theft of a 
motorcycle. After speaking with 
the owner, it was determined that 
between 5:30 p.m. and 7:20 a.m. 
the motorcycle was stolen from 
the driveway. The owner report- 
ed the motorcycle was listed on 
Craigslist for sale and there was 
a for sale sign at the residence as 
well. The motorcycle was a green 
2015 ZX 1000. Stolen motor vehi- 
cle forms were filled out and the 
motorcycle was entered into miss- 
ing or stolen vehicle database. 

1:24 p.m. — Officers took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

2:57 p.m. — A member of Fire 
Department found a phone on side 
of State St and turned it into the 
department and placed into evi- 
dence for safekeeping. 

4:29 p.m. — Officers took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

5:36 p.m. — Officers took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 


Saturday, Nov. 14 

10:39 p.m. — Officers dis- 
patched to a residence for a report 
of burglary. The reporting party 
explained at about 8 p.m. they 
were home with their kids and 
heard la oud bang, at their garage 
door. The reporting party shout- 
ed and the banging stopped. The 
reporting party said they didn’t 
hear anyone in their driveway or 
yard. While talking to reporting 
party, two vehicles revved its 
engine sped away quickly. The 
officer was able to get both license 
plates. It was found that a window 
on side of the garage was broken, 
which was the point of entry, as 
if it was pried open with a screw- 
driver. There was nothing missing. 
The reporting party was told to 
contact the department immedi- 
ately should something happen. 
The incident was forwarded to a 
detective for follow up. 

11:20 p.m. — Officers responded 
to a two-car accident. One vehicle 


Weber Grills Assembled & Delivered 


The Best Flashlights on the Streets “Nebo Brand” 
Window & Screen Fixes & Glazed ¢ UPS Mailing & Packaging 


3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA 
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 to 6 « SATURDAY 8 to 4, SUNDAY 10am to 4pm 


1323-4524 nite 


our Lo 
us 


STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 
Has All Your Fall Needs! 
Lawn & Garden, Great Lines of Paint & All the Necessities 


was travelling west on Federal St. 
when the driver pulled into the 
entrance of residence quickly to 
fix their GPS. As the driver was 
pulling to driveway, they were 
rear ended by a second vehicle 
which caused them to spin out. 
The second vehicle reported they 
were unable to stop the collision 
because the first vehicle stopped 
short. The second vehicle drove 
onto the grass and struck the sign. 
No injuries were reported. The 
towing company was contacted. 


Sunday, Nov. 15 

11:11 am. — A wallet that was 
found inside of the skatepark. An 
officer attempted to contact the 
person and the cell phone number 
was not in service. The wallet and 
its contents were placed into evi- 
dence. 

12:32 p.m. — Officers responded 
to a South Washington St. resi- 
dence for a report of vandalism. 
Officers spoke with the home- 
owner who reported someone had 
driven across their front yard over- 
night. There are np suspects at this 
time. 

2:24 p.m. — Officers took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 


Monday, Nov. 16 

10:37 a.m. — An officer took 
a report from a Cold Spring Rd 
resident who said a package that 
was supposed to be delivered, but 
never was. The resident said they 
got an email saying the package 
was delivered, but they never 
received. There is no other infor- 
mation available at this time. 

2:56 p.m. — Officers took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

4:39 p.m. — Officers took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

4:51 p.m. — Officers responded 
to a one car accident. The vehicle 
stuck a deer. There was minor 
front end damage and no injuries. 
No other information is available 
at this time. 

5:04 p.m. — Officers took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 
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ROBERTS ROO 


SPECIALIZING IN 


Slate * Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration ¢ Flat Roofing * Snow Removal 


Tel. 413-283-4395 © Cell 413-237-9434 ===2- 


INES 


4 


¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery 
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service 
¢ Replacement of Furnaces 
& Boilers 
@ ample ° on miele 
. . enovations 
Septic Service LLC ¢ New Customer Discounts 


Jason Lafleur ¢ David Kibbe 413-323-4123 
413-323-4327 291 N. Liberty * Belchertown 


e new installation 
e repairs 
e Title 5 inspection 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 
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SALES & REPAIRS 
Welding ¢ Fabrication ¢ Hydraulic 
Hoses & Hydraulic Repairs ¢ Snow Plow e Sanders 


DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER? 
Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts! 


Amherst Welding, Inc. 
(413) 253-4867 


330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 


Community Newspaper 


Eisai 





5:22 p.m. — Officers responded 
to a one car accident. The vehicle 
was traveling north on Mill Valley 
Rd. when a deer ran into the north 
bound lane. The vehicle collided 
with deer. There was minor dam- 
age to the front end, and no inju- 
ries reported. 


Tuesday, Nov. 17 

3:42 p.m. — Officers responded 
to a one car accident. The vehicle 
was travelling north on Franklin 
St. when the operator said an ani- 
mal ran in front of the car and 
collided with it. There was minor 
front-end damage. The operator 
wasn’t sure what kind of animal 
they struck. 

9:07 a.m. — Officers took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

9:22 a.m. — Officers took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

11:16 a.m. — residence deliv- 
ered package missing contents. 
Went to get package from front 
door. Rear of package ripped open 
and missing the objects. No more 
information at this time. 

12:04 p.m. — Officers respond- 
ed to a two vehicle accident. One 
vehicle was travelling north on 
Gulf Rd approaching Amherst Rd 
when the operator failed to stop at 
the stop sign. The second vehicle, 
an oil tank truck, was travelling 
west on Amherst Rd when the col- 
lision occurred. No injuries were 
reported. No vehicles were towed 
from the scene. 

12:36 p.m. — Officers took a 
report of unemployment fraud. 

1:21 p.m. — Officers spoke 
with a person reporting they had 
a cell phone that was left in their 
vehicle. The reporting party said 
they were approached by a young 
person who requested a ride and 
asked reporting party for money. 
The person gave them a ride and 
then found the phone in the car 
after they left. The phone was 
entered into evidence for safe 
keeping. There is no other infor- 
mation at this time. 
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Power Service 
Diesel Fuel 
Additive Plus 
Cetane Boost 


Belchertown Auto Parts NAPA AUTO PARTS: cet 
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA 
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the Good 
Stuff 


(Hitt) AUTO PARTS 


Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers 


* || Turley®, 


Trusted Name Since 1982 





Publications, Inc. 


Call Maureen McGarrett 
at 413-283-8393 
or email: 
mmcgarrett@turley.com 
to advertise your 


business here! 
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— OBITUARY 


DEATH NOTICE: 


Beverly Ann Main 
Died: Nov. 8, 2020 
Graveside Service 
Nov. 24 at 11 a.m. 
South Amherst Cemetery 

















































The Sentinel 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 


Turley Publications 





offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


FARM M 
& GREENHOUSE 
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Our 
advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 


Let them know 
you saw their 
ad in the 


Beverly Ann Main 


OAKLEY, UT - Beverly 
Ann Main born March 2, 1930 
passed away on Nov. 8, 2020 at 
Elk Meadows Memory Care in 
Oakley, UT. 

She recently moved to Utah 
to be closer to her daughter. 
Beverly was born to Catharine 
and William Reynolds in Sommerville, then moved to 
Pelham. In 1950, she married Howard Main in CT by a for- 
mer minister of the South Amherst Congregational Church. 
They were married 66 years until Howard’s passing in 2016. 

She is survived by her two children, Jeffrey H. Main 
(Michele) and Debra J. Main, two granddaughters Lindsey 
and Jolee, along with many loving nieces, nephews and 
friends. Beverly was preceded in death by her older siblings, 
William Reynolds and Joy Heath. 

She enjoyed swimming, ice skating, bowling and movies. 
In high school she was a cheerleader, a Tri-S club officer 
and class president her junior year. She recalls high school 
as some of her happiest years. After graduating she became 
secretary to the high school principal. 

After “Howie” returned from the Korean War, he built 
their home in South Amherst where they lived for over thirty 
years. After retiring they moved to Pine Valley Plantation 
in Belchertown. After Howard’s passing, she resided at The 
Arbors of Greenfield. 

Beverly raised her children and was the bookkeeper for 
her husband’s business. Her dream was to be an elementary 
school teacher. Instead, she enjoyed being a Cub Scout lead- 
er and taught Sunday school. When her children were older, 
she was the Health Aid at Amherst Regional High School. 

Beverly loved life with a sense of humor and happiness 
in the simple things. Days were spent at Laurel Lake, Lake 
Wyola, Mountain and Riverside Parks, Misquamicut Beach, 
Cape Cod and later trips to Largo, FL with Howie. She 
enjoyed her ladies golf club at Hickory Ridge and a weekly 
card game with girlfriends. She also enjoyed board games 
and bingo. 

Beverly suffered with Alzheimer’s the last five years of 
her life still never losing her beauty and sense of humor. 
She requested in lieu of flowers donations be made to 
the Shriner’s Hospital or a donation to the Alzheimer’s 
Association in her honor. 

An outdoor graveside service was be held at the South 
Amherst Cemetery, South East Street on Tuesday, Nov. 24 at 
11 a.m. Beverly was laid to rest next to her husband who she 
dearly missed. 

Memorial guestbook at www.douglassfuneral.com 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 
Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


631 Center Street, Ludlow 
589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 

















SAFETY «© from page 9 


e For an oven fire, turn off the heat and 
keep the door closed. Only open the door 
once you’re confident the fire 1s com- 
pletely out, standing to the side as you 
do. If you have any doubts or concerns, 
contact the fire department for assistance. 

¢ Keep children at least three feet 
away from the stove and areas where 
hot food or drink is being prepared or 
served. Steam or spills from these items 
can cause severe burns. 

“The pandemic may limit the number 
of people in homes this year, but there 
will still be lots of the usual cooking and 
distractions that contribute to a sharp 
increase in cooking fires on and around 
Thanksgiving,” said Carli. “Being vig- 
ilant in the kitchen remains critical to 


HCC : from page 5 


2021 semester, with the vast majority 
of courses offered in a remote or hybrid 
environment. 

“We anticipate that no more than 10 
percent of courses offered this spring 
will be held on campus.,” she said. “In 
every case, plans for offering face-to-face 
courses will be reviewed by the college’s 
Return to Campus Task Force to ensure 
that health and safety protocols are in 
place.” 

Royal noted that it was important to 
make this decision now because registra- 
tion begins Monday, Nov. 2, for HCC’s 
two-week January term and the spring 
2021 semester. Registration and course 
materials must be prepared in advance of 
that date, so students have time to make 
informed decisions about their classes. 

HCC’s January term, called 
Wintersession, begins Monday, Jan. 
4. The spring 2021 semester begins 
Monday, Jan. 25. HCC will also be offer- 
ing flexible spring start dates on Feb. 16 
and March 29. 


“This is a challenging time,” Royal 
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ensuring a fire-safe holiday.” 

In addition, NFPA strongly discourages 
the use of turkey fryers, as these can lead 
to severe burns, injuries, and property 
damage. For a safe alternative, NFPA rec- 
ommends grocery stores, food retailers, 
and restaurants that sell deep-fried turkey. 

For this release and other announce- 
ments about NFPA initiatives, research 
and resources, please visit the NFPA 
press room. 

As all of us continue to navigate the 
evolving situation with COVID-19, 
NFPA remains committed to supporting 
you with the resources you need to min- 
imize risk and help prevent loss, inju- 
ries, and death from fire, electrical, and 
other hazards. For information on NFPA’s 
response to the coronavirus, please visit 
our webpage. 


said, “but our community is meeting it 
with resilience, creativity, and determi- 
nation. I appreciate your flexibility and 
understanding as we navigate this time 
together. Supporting and inspiring our 
students remains our top priority today 
and always.” 

Like most colleges, HCC started 
remote instruction in mid-March after the 
COVID-19 pandemic forced campus clo- 
sures. This fall, all HCC classes are being 
offered in one of three formats: online, 
blended remote, and blended face-to-face. 

Online courses follow a traditional, 
asynchronous online model with course- 
work deadlines established by instructors. 

Blended remote courses have both 
asynchronous online components com- 
bined with real-time scheduled class 
meetings via videoconference platforms 
such as Zoom. 

Blended face-to-face combines blend- 
ed remote with some in-person instruc- 
tion on campus. For the most part this 
format is limited to health science pro- 
grams that require clinical labs, such as 
nursing, radiologic technology, veterinary 
technician and medical assistant. 
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41. NW Chinese people 

4).“Westworld” actress 
Rachel Wood 

43, Northeastern US university 

14. Debauched man 44 Poplar trees (Spanish) 

15. Less covered 45. Hip hop legend Kool 


We are celebrating our 16, Require to live Moe _ 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 17. Patrick and Aykroyd are = 46, Not or 
Thanks to our wonderful “friends,” volunteers and patrons. {wo 47. Corpuscle count (abbr. 
Hours: 18. Mixes 48, Comedienne Gasteyer 
Tues. 10am - 4pm +» Wed. 10am - 4pm 19. Insurance claim expenses 49. Fonts 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm + Fri. 1Oam-4om 20. Tries to persuade 92. Female cattle mammary 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 22. Equal (prefix) gland 
23, Czech name for Prague 55. Down time 
24. London soccer team 56. Spiritual leader 
27. Greek letter 60. Small brown and gray 
30. Small Eurasian deer American rail 
31, Swiss river 61. Trimmed by cutting 


. 32, Miller beer 63. NY Giants owner 
For more information call 253-3550 € ext. 100 35, Less appealing 64, A long narrative poem 


37. 8th month (abbr.) 69. Old World lizard 
38, Alto, California city 
( ——————— j | — 39, Grandmothers 


66. Product for sale 
67, Shut Your Pie Hole (abbr.) 
Proceeds To Al. the Palmer Public Mai 40. American time 
Ge S00 Ss iS ae La Oe 


Belchertown 
Sentinel 


et tf 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Cold War player 

9. Flat-bottomed sailboat 
10. Jamaican tangelo 











69. Whale ship captain 33. Subatomic particle 

34. Part of an organism 

36. 007's creator 

37. Burned material residue 

38. Brain layer: __ mater 

40). Unable to partake 

41. Lesion 

43. Historic railroad company 
(abbr.) 

44 Basics 

46. Scottish port 

47. Flower cluster 

49. Instruct 

90. Untamed 

91. Moth genus 

92. Utilizes 

93. Foolish 

94. Fall in small drops 

9/.A place to get clean 

98. La___ Tar Pits 

59. Metrical foot 

61. Semiliquid food 

62. Small crow 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Language 

2. Fly high in the air 

3, Made musical sounds 
4. Organized again 

5. TV channel 

6. Unable to fly 

7. Get up 

8. Air traveler 

9. Married woman 

10. Take weapons from 
11. Sicilian city 

12. Actress Remini 

13. Thought 

21. Infections 

23. Golf score 

20. Hill or rocky peak 
26. Witch 

27. Adjusted 

28, Succulent plant 

29. Forearm bones 

32. Hot fluid in the earth’s crust 


The Library Loft 
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Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


68. Pacific Island country 
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Orioles battle to draw in final game 


TIM PETERSON 
Sports Correspondent 
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SOUTH HADLEY—tThe nine seniors 
on the South Hadley girls soccer team were 
able to accomplish something during their 
high school career’s which normally does 
not happen very often. 

The seniors never lost a regular season or 
postseason match on their home field. 

The Lady Tigers capped off the 2020 
campaign with a 3-3 home draw against the 
Belchertown Lady Orioles on a beautiful 
fall day on Nov. 10. 

“It was a hard-fought battle today,’ said 
Rich Marjanski, who also hasn’t lost a 
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PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM 
Alexa LaFlamme attempts to pass the ball away in a lot of South Hadley traffic. 





they did beat us on their field earlier in the 
season.” 

The Lady Tigers finished the season with 
an 7-2-1 record, while the Lady Orioles, 
who defeated Amherst the following after- 


home match during the four years 
that he’s been coaching the Lady 
Tigers varsity soccer team. “I’m 
very proud with the way my players 
played. They left it all on the field. 





Brooke Samborski sends a quick pass away. 


The Lady Tigers seniors are Anna Evans, 
Jaidan Luis, Teagan Gawron, Siobhan 
McAllister, Molly Goshea, Myah Houle, 
Allie Laporte, Macey Moriarty, and Paige 
Marjanski. 

“The seniors did a very good job of 
teaching the younger kids about the win- 
ning tradition that we’ve built during the 
past couple of years,” coach Marjanski 
said. “We weren’t playing very well at the 
beginning of this season, but we just kept 
better and better in every game. Towards 
the end of the season, we were playing very 
good soccer.” 





Belchertown is a very good team and 


noon, posted a 7-0-1 record. 


See ORIOLES, page 16 





Indoor track could 


move to bubble season © 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — Could indoor track 
become outdoor track this year? 

Indoor track coaches around 
the region are looking at the pos- 
sibility of that if a different solu- 
tion is not found to hold indoor 
track when the winter season 
starts in January. 

Indoor track facilities are 
few and far between in Western 
Massachusetts. 

The teams in the Pioneer 
Valley Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference have typically used 
Smith College over the past sev- 
eral years. 

Several teams would each par- 
ticipate in one of two meets on 
Friday evenings. There would be 
a meet at 3:45 p.m. and a second 
meet at 6:45 p.m. Schools would 
be counted with certain schools 
matching up their results individ- 
ually. 

Smith College, like many col- 
lege campuses, are not open for 
high schools to use for track 
meets. Springfield College, which 
has indoor track facilities, is also 
not available due to the pandemic. 


With the Fall 2 or bubble sea- 
son set to happen in February, 
coaches are discussing the idea of 
doing indoor track at the various 
artificial turf facilities available 


See TRACK, page 16 = 















Indoor track is usually 
held at Smith College in 
Northampton, but that facil- 
ity is unavailable this winter 
_ due to the pandemic. 








Winter sports season 
postponed till January 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION -— In a bit of a switch 
from the normal decision-mak- 
ing processes filtering down, the 
Pioneer Valley Interscholastic 
Athletic Conference made a 
pre-emptive decision about the 
upcoming winter season. 

In Western Massachusetts, 
there will be no winter sports 
action before Jan. 14. Practices 
cannot begin before Jan. 4. 

Agawam High School Athletic 
Director David Stratton, a mem- 
ber of the PVIAC Board of 
Directors, said he believes a sim- 
ilar decision will be made by the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association in the com- 
ing weeks. 

“We looked at a number of 
things as it related to this deci- 
sion,’ said Stratton. 

The top factor was learning 
from what schools and commu- 
nities went through in the fall 
season. 

“A number of towns and their 
schools had to go in front of 
their school committees and the 
respective boards of health,” said 
Stratton. “And those boards only 


meet once or twice a month, so it 
took some times for towns to get 
the various approvals needed.’ 

Taking into account a full sea- 
son will not be played, Stratton 
said delaying the season to 
January was the easiest step to 
take. 

Just like the fall season, teams 
will play in geographic bub- 
bles and will only be able to get 
about 10 to 12 games at the most 
played. 

Taking into account the hol- 
iday breaks as well as the win- 
ter weather, the winter season 1s 
usually the longest, starting in 
early December and ending in 
mid-March. 

Stratton said other factors 
played into making the decision 
even easier to make. He said the 
current spike in COVID-19 cases 
made it easier for the PVIAC 
to take a break. The break will 
keep more students at home and 
reduce exposure to the virus as 
the country prepares for possible 
distribution of a vaccine. 

Stratton said the PVIAC 
expects the winter season to go 


See WINTER, page 17 
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Riley Sanderson starts to move up the field 
with the ball. 


Pioneers shut out at home 
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PALMER — The 
Pathfinder Regional 
High School boys 
soccer team was 
defeated 8-0 by rival 
Monson on Nov. 10, 
one of the final reg- 
ular season games 
for the Pioneers. 
Goalies Austin Tocci 
and Rich Gula com- 
bined for nine saves 
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Nick Hein receives and tries to settle the 
ball. 
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Josh Blaine fights to keep the ball. 











TRUCK ~ from page 15 


throughout the region. 

“Tf the weather cooperates, we 
would be able to hold meets outside 
and would not have to rent a place 
like Smith College,” said Agawam 
High School track coach Dan Pryce. 
“We would have to modify a few of 
the events, but it would work really 
well.” 

During indoor track, the running 


events including the 55 meter, 300 
meter, 600 meter, and 1000 meter 
runs. The one mile and two miles are 
events done in both the indoor and 
outdoor seasons, as well as the long 
jump, high jump, and shot put. The 
outdoor season has 100, 200, 400, and 
800 meter races in comparison. 

Pryce said while there is nothing 
official, there is a lot of good feed- 
back among the indoor track coaches 
in the region to move indoor track to 
the bubble season so competitors can 


take part in the sports. 

There is potential competition in 
the sport if it moves to the bubble 
season. Football is currently sched- 
uled to be the main sport during the 
bubble season, set to go from Feb. 22 
to mid-April. Because football is nor- 
mally a fall sport and indoor track a 
winter sport, some students may have 
to choose one sport over the other if 
they are normally involved in both. 
Cheerleading is also currently sup- 
posed to be part of the Fall 2 season. 





ORIOLES - from page 15 


Belchertown head coach Kyle 
Thibeault would’ve probably liked to 
have faced South Hadley a couple of 
more times this fall because it was a 
challenging match for his players. 

“IT wish we could’ve played South 
Hadley more than twice because 
they’re the best team that we faced 
this year,” Thibeault said. “We did 
beat them earlier in the season and 
I knew this game was going to be 
another battle. South Hadley never 
gave up even when they were behind.” 

The Lady Orioles seniors are Olivia 
Vogel, Maya Monteiro, Kate Calnan, 
Alexa Ribeiro, Megan Gilman, Nicole 
Hubbard, Erin Lucas, and Brooke 
Samborsk1i. 

“The seniors have been very posi- 
tive,’ Thibeault added. “It was a much 
different season because of COVID, 
but I’m just happy that they had an 
opportunity to play soccer this year. 
We also didn’t lose a game, which 
was one of our team goals before the 
season started.” 

It was a memorable week for 


Samborski, who signed her National 
Letter of Intent to become a member 
of the women’s soccer team at the 
University of New Hampshire next 
year. 

Lucas, who’s also planning on 
playing college soccer next year at 
Clark University, assisted on the Lady 
Orioles first goal, which was scored 
by junior Alexa LaFlamme less than 
four minutes into the opening quarter. 

LaFlamme also scored a goal in the 
first meeting of the season between 
the two squads, which Belchertown 
won by the final score of 6-3. 

The Lady Tigers had several shots 
on goal before scoring the tying goal 
in the second meeting. 

Freshman Gianna Roy sent a pass 
into the box where it was deflected 
across the goal-line by Gawron with 
13:20 left in the first quarter. 

With ten seconds remaining in the 
Opening quarter, the Lady Orioles 
retook the lead when a shot attempt 
by junior Maya Sullivan sailed into 
the back of the net over the head of 
sophomore Rylee Suchinez. 

Sophomore Kacie Levrault replaced 
Suchinez in goal at the start of the 


second quarter. 

“T thought we needed to make a 
change at that point,’ coach Marjanski 
said. “Kacie had never played the 
position in a varsity game before, but 
she’s one of the most athletic players 
on our team. She just stepped up and 
made a couple of big saves for us.” 

Levrault managed to keep the Lady 
Orioles off the scoreboard during the 
next two quarters. 

The home team tied the score again 
at 2-2 six minutes into the second 
stanza following a breakaway goal by 
Luis, which was assisted by Lauren 
Maryjanski. 

Marjanski also scored the go-ahead 
goal on a rebound shot ten minutes 
later. 

The Lady Tigers held a slim 3-2 
lead until the fourth quarter. 

With 8:50 remaining in the match, 
Lucas fired a shot into the box and 
junior Sarah Sedlacek was in the right 
spot to put the ball into the net. 

Both teams had scoring chances 
late in the game, but the score was 
still deadlocked at 3-3 when the refer- 
ee blew his whistle for the final time. 
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Send a child 
something special 
this Christmas - 
a Personalized 
Letter from Santa! 


Brought to you by Turley Publications, 
this memory of a lifetime is a 
Special opportunity to personalize 
a Child’s Christmas holiday! 


They will also receive a 
special gift 
with their 
personalized letter. 


Simply cut out the coupon below, 
fill in your payment information 
and enclose your check for $10.95.* 
The letter will be delivered 
just in time for Christmas! 


Quantities are limited, 
so dont delay, order today! 


ONLY ONE NAME PER LETTER PLEASE. 


*$10.95 for the first one, $9.95 for each additional. 
Please include phone number. 
Make copies of this form as needed. Expires 12/18/20. 


CHILD’S NAME(S) 


SHIPPING ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 





YOUR NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY. STATE ZIP 


PHONE 


PAYMENT ENCLOSED: 


L]CHECK LJVISA LJMASTERCARD |JAMEX [4 DISCOVER 


CREDIT CARD # 
EXP DATE: 3 DIGIT CODE: 
PHONE: 

MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 


Santa at Turley, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-283-8393 or email: ar@turley.com, 
(Subject: Santa) for immediate assistance. 
Quantities are limited. Turley Publications reserves the right to end offer at any 


time. Payment will be returned if offer expires due to limited quantity being sold 
out or multiple names per letter. Sales are based on a first come first serve basis. 
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PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS. COM 


Several hopefuls dribble the ball around. 


Pioneers begin road to return 


LUDLOW - The Western United 
Pioneers have had a long-standing 
tradition of great spring and summer 
soccer throughout the years, only to 
have that tradition, like many oth- 
ers, stopped by COVID-19. With a 
vaccine on the horizon and hope for 
a regular 2021 season, the Pioneers 





The tryout starts with some stretching. 


hosted tryouts for their Senior League 
team. Several male competitors came 
out Saturday, Nov. 14 to try and make 
the team. Players from all over the 
Western Mass. region made their 
way to the tryout. Younger players 
tried out for the youth Pioneers teams 
throughout last week. 





Darren Zaldivar, of Ludlow, focuses during 
the tryout. 





Coach Federico Molinari briefs the players on how tryouts will work. 


Help feature your student-athletes 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The fall season is nearing its end 
and Turley Publications has been all 
over the action. 

But with this unpredictable sea- 
son there have been temporary or in 
some cases, permanent stoppages in 
play, and we still want to help feature 
your athletes, especially those who are 
seniors this year. 

We continue to ask for help on this 
season in order to bring the best cov- 
erage we can possibly manage and fill 
our pages with names and color. 

We know that fans will be limited to 
the home crowds, but that is where you 


all come in. 

We have a limited number of staff 
to start the school year due to the pan- 
demic, and while we strive to get to as 
many games as possible, we cannot get 
to everywhere. 

If you are a parent, coach, or even 
player, and you have information or 
photographs to share, we definitely 
want to hear from you. 

If you don’t see one of our photog- 
raphers at a game, please feel free to 
send your own action photos of games 
in order to bolster our coverage. If you 
are interested in regularly submitted 
photos, please do contact us. 

Otherwise, we would love to hear 
from anyone who reports scores, 


details, and any milestones that occur 
during this unprecedented season. 
Please be sure the information you 
provide us is accurate and check with 
coaches, if necessary, before submit- 
ting. 

Additionally, with the various senior 
games that have been held already or 
are still waiting to be held, we wel- 
come submitted photos from those 
events and information about graduat- 
ing seniors who participated in Fall 1 
sports. 

We also encourage all coaches to 
submit their results and details as 
much as possible. Send any and all 
information and photos for inclusion to 
sports @turley.com. 





WINTER : from page 15 


from Jan. 14 to Feb. 21. He said one 
other proposal had the season going 
from Dec. 14 to Feb. 12, but said the 
point about towns needing time to get 
approvals prevailed. 

Sports specific guidelines are sched- 
uled to be made public soon, and local 
town boards and school committee 
members would have to review them 
and see if they want their schools to 
participate. 

As of now, basketball and hockey 
are supposed to be played while wres- 


tling will not be allowed to have any 
school-to-school competition. 

Stratton said while news of a vac- 
cine continues to circulate, the PVIAC 
and MIAA are continuing to prepare 
for seasons as if the pandemic is still 
in effect. 

“We are preparing for the condi- 
tions that currently exist until we have 
information that would cause us to do 
otherwise,” said Stratton. 

The Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs issues the guid- 
ance high schools are using to play 
sports currently. The EEA was sched- 


uled to release guidance for winter 
sports to be considered by the various 
subcommittees of the MIAA Board 
of Directors. Stratton, who is on the 
Sports Medicine Committee, said 
votes on the guidelines are ongoing. 

Stratton said the PVIAC will 
re-evaluate the bubble leagues schools 
will play in. They were geographical- 
ly-based, but the number of schools 
participating in the winter season 
could change. He also said with a 
limited number of ice hockey teams, 
those bubble leagues will look much 
different. 









Rayah Marie Bassett 
October 21, 2020 


Parents: Sarah Benoit and Zachary Bassett, South Hadley 
Grandparents: Sharleen and Michael Roman, South Hadley 
Gail and David Bassett, Ware 


Turley Publications 
would like to help you 
show off the newest member 
of your family this Christmas, 
for FREE! 

Mail to: Turley Publications, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069, 
Attn: Jamie Joslyn 
Include a self addressed/stamped envelope 
if you would like the picture returned or email 
photo to: jamie@turley.com with subject line: 
BABY'S FIRST. This offer is available to 


all babies born in 2020. Pictures will be 
published the week of December 21-25, 2020. 


Baby's Name: 


Birthdate: 


Parents’ Names: 


Parents’ Town of Residence: 


Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence: 


Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only) 


Please check the newspaper 
you would like your announcement to appear. 


Agawam Advertiser 4 
News J 
Barre Gazzette (I 
Chicopee Register 4 
Oy 
Ly 


Quaboag Current 
The Register 
Sentinel 

Town Reminder 
Ware River News 
The Wilbraham- 
Hampden Times 


Country Journal 
The Holyoke Sun 
Journal Register 








Deadline for photos and forms is 
Friday, December 4, 2020 


Turley®, 








Publications, Inc. 


www.turley.com 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


HOT TUB 5 years old. Works Fine. 
We're too old now. $100.00 Must bring 
flat bed truck and two strong loaders. 
Call (978)355-6280 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 
(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


CORD WOOD Debarked and bark- 
on firewood, Seasoned & Green. Tree 
Removal Services. Call for Pricing 978- 
423-2889 www.CentralMassTree.com 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


NWISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Lo- 
cal professionals that respond imme- 
diately. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold 
Calls. 1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE. Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 


457-1917 
MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S 
PREMIER MOBILE MEDICAL 


ALERT SYSTEM. Whether you're 
Home or Away. For Safety and Peace 
of Mind. No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 1-844- 
892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: Call 1-855- 
917-4693 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 








A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOF- 
ING. Established 1976. New re- 
roofs and repairs. Gutter cleanings 
and repairs. Licensed/ insured. Call 
(413)967-6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 


finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint 
- Classroom instructor, 20+ years 
experience. Call Walt at (413)289- 
6670 for estimate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 


years experience. References. Lic 
#086220. Please call Kevin 978- 
355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, car- 
riages, Surreys, wagons, dr’s bug- 
gies, driveable or lawn ornaments. 
Some furniture and other restoration 
services available. Reasonable pric- 
es. Quality workmanship. Call 
(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 


DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 





ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 


FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 

(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Name: 

Address: 

Town: 

Number of Weeks: 
Credit Card: 

Card #: 


Amount of charge: 


_J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 
Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone: 
State: ss Zip: 
X per week rate = $ 
HVISA Qi Discover Ly Cash L) Check# 
Exp. Date CVV 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON : 


BELCHERTOWN 

GRANBY 4 
BRIMFIELD 

STURBRIDGE 
















Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 






EASTHAMPTON a 






HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


(-\ BROOKFIELD 





LD 


EAST 
BROOKFIE! 





WALES ( HOLLAND 


: 










Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 






: WILBRAHAM 
WEST 


SPRINGFIELD 








Includes 
additional words 


$10.00 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 
55.00 


Quabbin 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAVING 


STANLEY AND SONS PAVING 
Third Generation of quality drive- 
ways, parking lots, roadways. Free 
Estimates. Loam Delivery Senior Dis- 
counts. Call anytime (413)267-1996, 
(413) 246-7999 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 
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i PUBLIC NOTICES 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampshire Division 

15 Atwood Drive 
Northampton, MA 01060 
(413)586-8500 
Docket No. HS20P0577EA 
Estate of: 

Linda Marie Bouley 
Also Known As: 
Linda M. Bouley 

Date of Death: 
07/22/2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested in 
the above captioned estate, by 
Petition of Petitioner Dianna 
L. Thomas of Belchertown, 
MA, a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate. 

Dianna L. Thomas of 
Belchertown, MA has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of the 
estate to serve without surety 
on the bond. 

The estate is being admin- 
istered under informal pro- 


cedure by the Personal Rep- 
resentative under the Mass- 
achusetts Uniform Probate 
Code without supervision 
by the Court. Inventory and 
accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration from the Personal 
Representative and can peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing distribution of asset and 
expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to insti- 
tute formal proceedings and 
to obtain orders terminating or 
restricting the powers of Per- 
sonal Representatives appoint- 
ed under informal procedure. 
A copy of the Petition and 
Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
11/26/2020 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 


newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


TCT MAA olU lo} i fetarendcet-t-mabla(=\Aexelin| 





Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS IF SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 








Advertising 
DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 


SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 


SPAYED/NEUTERED, 
WORMED, SHOTS, 
HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


Classified | HERZ 


PROFESSIONAL 
MEDICAL HOME CARE, LLC 
& PROFESSIONAL 
MEDICAL SERVICES, INC. 
Homemakers, PCAS, CNAs, Home 


Health Aids. Starting rates $14-$15. 
We have offices in Palmer, West 
Springfield & Sturbridge. Please call 
(413)289-9018. Denise Galar- 
neau EOE 





NOTICE OF 

PUBLIC AUCTION 

SNOW’S SELF 
STORAGE LLC, will sell at 
Public Auction at 746 Bay 
Road, Belchertown, MA, all 
the personal property stored 
in its facility by: 

Michael Laizer — OB7 

Larry Foote — M29 

Wendy Bailey — M12 

Stuart Wheeler — BF5 

At 10:00 a.m., Saturday, 
December 12, 2020, at the 
premises of SNOW’S SELF 
STORAGE LLC, 746 
Bay Road, Belchertown, 
MA, by Warren Schreiber, 
Auctioneer, as Agent for 
Snow’s Self Storage, LLC. 

Snow’s Self-Storage 
reserves the following 
rights: to bid at the public 
auction, to refuse any and 
all bids, or to cancel the 
auction at any time for any 
reason. 
11/19, 11/26/2020 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


THE QUABBIN REGIONAL 
SCHOOL DISTRICT seeks a 
highly qualified and skilled Plant & 
Facilities Assistant Manager to help 
oversee and manage the day-to-day 
operations of the Quabbin Regional 
School District buildings & grounds. 
Interested candidates can apply on- 
line at www.qrsd.org or by contact- 
ing QRSD Human Resources, 872 
South Street, Barre, MA 01005 Tel 
No. 978-355-4668 ext 8505. 


TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER The 
Town of Ware Department of Pub- 
lic Works is seeking a Truck Driver/ 
Laborer. The successful applicant 
will be required to perform a variety 
of semi-skilled and skilled manual 
tasks; operate a variety of heavy 
and light motor equipment; drive 
various types of motor vehicles in- 
cluding light and heavy trucks and 
perform related work as required 
in the construction, operation, re- 
pair. Class B CDL license required, 
hoisting license preferred. Job de- 
scriptions may be obtained online 
at www.townofware.com. Review of 
applications will begin December 3, 
2020 and continue until the position 
is filled. The Town of Ware is an Af- 
firmative Action/Equal Opportunity 
Employer. AA/EEO. 


Floppy Manksgiving 








COURTESY 


Sturbridge 
Village will 
have select 
dates in 
December 
for people to 
come enjoy 
the outdoors 
during the 
holiday 
season. 


OSV releases event dates in December 


STURBRIDGE -— Christmas by 
Candlelight will return to Old Sturbridge 
Village this December, as a time-honored 
tradition of the season celebrating New 
England Christmases of the 19th century 
and today. On select dates in December, 
from 3 to 8 p.m., the village will open 
special for guests to take in the holiday 
cheer. Tickets are on sale now for mem- 
bers and went on sale to the general pub- 
lic on Nov. 17. 

This annual event has been re-imag- 
ined in 2020 with safety in mind, tak- 
ing many favorite activities outdoors. 
Guests can see demonstrations of classic 
Christmas projects like knitting stock- 
ings, wreath-making, natural orna- 
ment-making and more, and watch as 
costumed interpreters create a traditional 
Christmas meal or work on special proj- 
ects such as making ice skates or a sled 
from scratch. 

A horse-drawn carryall (a large wagon) 
will run throughout the village offer- 
ing rides and several bonfires will be lit 
throughout the night to warm up beside. 

A returning favorite of the event, vis- 
itors are invited to stroll the Christmas 
tree trail — new in 2019 — featuring doz- 
ens of sparkling, decorated trees. Tucked 
away from the hustle and bustle of the 
Common, the trail welcomes wanderers 
in to enjoy the sights, ending at the spe- 
cial Christmas Wish Bridge. 

Several dates during December offer 
additional activities for guests — including 
Members’ Shopping Nights on Dec. 4 to 
6 and the firing of OSV’s 24-foot kiln for 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 


the second time this year, on Dec. 18 to 
20. The 15,000-brick kiln found outside 
of OSV’s Pottery Shop can fit approxi- 
mately 1,000 pieces of pottery stacked 
10-feet high within its walls. It is a fan 
favorite among many visitors who come 
to the village. 

Also, a feature of the holiday event, 
the annual Gingerbread House Contest 
is going virtual! Participants from near 
and far can register to compete in one of 
four categories (adult non-professional, 
adult professional, youth and family) by 
Nov. 30, 2020. Photos of the Gingerbread 
House entries will be judged in each cat- 
egory, awarding a winner and runner-up, 
with “Best in Show House” voted on by 
the general public. Winners will receive a 
gift certificate to Old Sturbridge Village. 

Christmas by Candlelight is an eve- 
ning of traditions, memories and holi- 
day cheer at Old Sturbridge Village, with 
families and visitors returning year after 
year to enjoy the experience. Tickets for 
the event are on sale now to members at 
the discounted rate of $20 for adults and 
$10 for youth (ages 4 to 17). 

Tickets went on sale to the general 
public on Nov. 17 at $22 for adults and 
$11 for youth (ages 4 to 17). Admission 
is free for children ages three and under. 

Tickets must be purchased in advance 
for the date and time of attendance. 
Visit https://www.osv.org/event/christ- 
mas-by-candlelight-2020/ for available 
dates and time blocks, along with cur- 
rent Massachusetts and visitor guidelines 
around COVID-19. 





Call us at 413.283.8393 





WINTER STORAGE Brand New Fa- 
cility Ware. Boats, RV’s, Jet Skis. 
(413)531-3722 Mary 


FOR RENT 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
*Extra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING (& 


OPPORTUNITY 





STORAGE 


SELF STORAGE 
WARREN/WARE 
Lowest prices, new units! 
Call Mary (413) 531-3722. 
Securestoragema.com 





ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 


race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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HampHearing.com 
243 King Street, Sulte 105 
Morthamplian, lA, 
413-586-9572 


A shire 
Henee ING & SPEECH 


GET IH OF THE CONFERS ATION 





NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 


Omeowners Electrician © 


=. ——— | 
VETERAN OWNED AND OPERATED | 
angelojmazzaelectriciant@gmail com 
—— Fully Insured 
Lic. NG 39940E | 413.433. oa 
sertion, nor will be li- " 7, 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
Loe 


al Newspapers are €& 


greater extent than the 
=a" | (® IMPORTANT 








pied by the item in the , 
advertisement. seseee° Any Way You Look At (t Og 


9X0) BLOTTER) NPE 
~~ MecaRrthy’s PUB. 
December 13-24 


, All Kids Will Get a Holiday Treat Bag 


with the Purchase of a Meal 


a from : 


t Mecarthy’s| S Pub 
WEEKLY FAMILY STYLE TO GO SPECIALS 


pe VALLEY DENTISTS STYLE 
OF BELCHERTOWN 


20 George Hannum Road | Belchertown, MA 01007 
AN KER PA RCSOMM ol -l(odal-Vanol  dabre(-aittimeoliue ft 





As we gather around with family and friends this holiday, we offer up thanks for 
the many blessings that make life meaningful. Gifts like friendship, love, health 
and prosperity make us especially grateful, and we hope you enjoy these same 
blessings in abundance at this special time of year and always. 


_ Were so grateful to be a part of this wonderful community, and we 
: __ thank you for your valued business. Happy Thanksgiving! 


24 Water Street | Palmer, Massachusetts Turle yon 


800-824-6548 | www.turley.com tae INC. 








